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September 8, 2004
Dear Parents,

Welcome to another exciting school year for you and your child!  The Amherst Middle Technology Education Department is delighted to see you for Back to School night.  Since last year we have developed even more exciting learning opportunities for your child to experience in Technology.  From structural engineering to robotics, to safely operating hand/power tools, materials identification, understanding and applying the design process for production of model CO2 dragsters, and Computer-Aided Drawing (CAD), students this year will again experience technology in its many forms, allowing them to develop technological literacy.  

This year, students will take Technology for 20 weeks at both the 7th and 8th grade level.  Each student will rotate through all three technology labs and experience each instructor during the semester, giving them a broad exposure to the various forms of technology.

Even after leaving our technology facilities tonight, many adults still leave with the question, “What exactly is technology?”  According to the International Technology Education Association (ITEA), “Broadly speaking, technology is how people modify the natural world to suit their own purposes.” (excerpt from Standards for Technological Literacy, ITEA, 2000).
There are many definitions of technology and many misrepresentations of what technology is meant to be.  Below you will find the terms and definitions that we use in order to discuss this widely misunderstood term.

Technology — 1. Human innovation in action that involves the generation of knowledge and processes to develop systems that solve problems and extend human capabilities.     2. The innovation, change, or modification of the natural environment to satisfy perceived human needs and wants.

Technological Literacy — The ability to use, manage, understand, and assess technology.

Technology education — A study of technology, which provides an opportunity for students to learn about the processes and knowledge related to technology that are needed to solve problems and extend human capabilities.

Students experience more than just computer literacy in a Technology Education facility.  They examine how technological devices and processes have shaped our society.  To remain competitive in our world, students must be aware of the technology that drives our global economy, and enables us to live and work productively.  In short, the goal of the Amherst Middle Technology Department is to create students that are active technology manipulators, not just passive technology users!

Thank you for coming tonight, we look forward to exploring technology with your child this year!

Bruce Curtis

Bruce Karas

Rob Zdrojewski


Students will develop an understanding of…
· Standard 1- …the characteristics and scope of technology.

· Standard 2- …the core concepts of technology.

· Standard 3- …the relationships among technologies and the connections between technology and other fields of study.

· Standard 4- …the cultural, social, economic, and political effects of technology.
· Standard 5- …the effects of technology on the environment.
· Standard 6- …the role of society in the development and use of technology.
· Standard 7- …the influence of technology on history.

· Standard 8- …the attributes of design.
· Standard 9- …engineering design.
· Standard 10- …the role of troubleshooting, research and development, invention and innovation, and experimentation in problem solving.

· Standard 11- …abilities to apply the design process.
· Standard 12- …abilities to use and maintain technological products and systems.
· Standard 13- …abilities to assess the impact of products and systems.

· Standard 14- …be able to select and use medical technologies.
· Standard 15- …be able to select and use agricultural and related biotechnologies.
· Standard 16- …be able to select and use energy and power technologies.
· Standard 17- …be able to select and use information and communication technologies.
· Standard 18- …be able to select and use transportation technologies.
· Standard 19- …be able to select and use manufacturing technologies.
· Standard 20- …be able to select and use construction technologies.

 (Viewable entirely at http://www.iteawww.org)
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