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5th Grade Food Drive was a Huge Success  
Again this School Year!  

 
Our fifth grade classes have a long tradition of supporting those in need in our community.  Over 
the past eight years our fifth grade students have donated thousands of pounds of 
nonperishable items to the University Presbyterian Food Pantry of Buffalo.  Congratulations to 
the fifth grade students for making us all so proud! 
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Holiday Spirit on Full 
Display at Smallwood’s 
Fifth Grade Winter Concert 

The multiple talents of our 
students were on full display 
during the Fifth Grade 
Winter Concert on 
December 13th.  Our Fifth 
Grade Band, Orchestra and 
Choral students performed a 
variety of holiday selections 
that were very well received 
by parents, teachers and 
students. 

 

Seating Options in Mrs. 
Niederhauser’s Classroom 
We are 
loving 
our 
flexible 
seating 
in room 
174! 
The 
students have gained 
independence this year with their 
choice of where to work and are 
exhibiting excellent problem 
solving skills!  We owe a BIG 
thanks to the PTA for supporting 
our grant for stand up desks. 

Students Write Letters to 
Benefit Make-A-Wish 

Spreading the spirit of the 
holiday season is rooted in 
giving back and Smallwood 
students have done their 
part by participating in 
Macy’s “A Million Reasons 
to Believe” Letter Writing 
Campaign.  Enrichment 
Specialist, Mrs. Walter, 
started promoting the 
campaign in 2012 with her 
6th grade students at 
Amherst Middle School. 
Since then, students have raised over $40,000 for Make-A-Wish by 
simply writing letters to Santa (or a recipient of their choice). For 
each letter received, Macy’s donates $1 to Make-A-Wish, an 
organization that grants life-changing wishes for children with 
critical illnesses. On National Believe Day, which took place on 
December 7th, letters received were worth $2 each.  Smallwood 
students wrote 690 letters, which is equivalent to $1,380 for 
Make-A-Wish! Mrs. Walter will continue to collect letters through 
Winter Break for students who are interested in participating.  

 
Red Ribbon Week Sends the Right Message to SDS Students  

RED RIBBON WEEK was held on 
October 23-31.  Red Ribbon Week 
focuses on making healthy choices 
and pledging to live drug and bully 
free.   

Primary and Intermediate 
assemblies were held on Monday, October 31.  Nels Ross presented 
his High on Life assembly program using juggling, physical theater and 
humor to encourage students to take care of their bodies, exercise their 
minds and build their character. 
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Much Appreciation Shared at 
the Faculty Thanksgiving 
Breakfast 

 

On Wednesday, November 21, 
the Faculty and Staff of 
Smallwood Drive gathered 
before the students arrived for 
our annual Thanksgiving 
Breakfast.  This provided us with 
a unique time to all be together 
and to give thanks regarding how 
special our school is and to show 
gratitude for our work family. 

 

Hour of Code Delivers STEAM Opportunities for Students  

On Wednesday, 
December 6, 
2018, Mrs. 
Michelle Unger, 
Smallwood's 
School Library 
Media Specialist, 
hosted 
Smallwood 
Library Media 
Center's first 
Open House of 
Code to celebrate the worldwide, Hour of Code. We had 38 students 
participate representing grades K, 4 and 5. Our kindergarteners 
used Code.org's Code with Elsa and Anna to create snowflakes and 
patterns. Grades 4 and 5 made their own Dance Party using popular 
songs, creative dance moves and more complicated blocks to change 
backgrounds, sizes and transitions. Fun and learning went hand in 
hand as many of our participants had never coded before and said 
they were “excited to try for the first time." 

Superintendent’s Conference Day Provides Valuable Professional 
Development 
On the November 6th Superintendent’s 
Conference Day, all of the District faculty 
and staff gathered at Amherst Middle School 
for a keynote address from educator and 
nationally recognized motivational speaker 
Lamarr Womble on “Redefining Student 
Leadership”.  The day continued with 
breakout sessions on mental health, 
supporting students’ social/emotional needs, 
various departmental meetings and a 
presentation for the entire Smallwood 
Faculty on Differentiated Instruction.  Our team was able to 
immediately implement new learning in each classroom setting.   

 

 

3 

 



 

Technology Update  
Our District Technology 
Committee has been working on 
incorporating technology to 
assist in the understanding of 
topics. We are evaluating the use 
of technology in classrooms using 
the “Triple E Framework” 
(Engagement, Enhancement and 
Extension). The first “E”, 
Engagement, focuses on 
identifying if the technology 
helps students to meet the 
learning goals. The second “E”, 
Enhancement, focuses on 
identifying if the technology 
provides opportunities for 
differentiation to support 
students. The final “E”, Extension, 
looks at if the technology creates 
authentic experiences for 
students. This framework will 
help teachers effectively 
integrate technology into their 
instruction.    

 

Smallwood Drive Students as Digital Citizens 
“Learning by doing” is what 
students are experiencing while 
participating in Smallwood’s 
2018-2019 STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
Mathematics)/PBL (Project 
Based Learning) initiative.  PBL 
components and various 
technology tools are being 
introduced to give students and 
teachers in Grades K - 5 a 
streamlined approach to learn 
together while simultaneously 
contributing to our All-School Project. Library Media Specialist, Mrs. 
Unger, and Enrichment Specialist, Mrs. Walter, developed the 
extended project along with the help of our District Technology 
Integration Specialist, Mrs. Frymire. While working in small groups, 
students are engaged in addressing real-world problems by 
answering driving questions based on the topic of Digital 
Citizenship. All students need digital citizenship skills to participate 
fully in their communities and make smart choices online and in life. 
The groups develop a project task to answer their question where 
they think critically and make connections between their studies and 
the real world. Technology is used to enhance student learning and 
provides a platform for students to share their final products at our 
All-School Project. Mark your calendars for May 17, 2019 to come 
check out these incredible projects in person! 

Helpful Hints for Parents 
Click here to watch a 
video on how to access 
your child’s report card 
using the ASPEN Parent 
Portal. 
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https://youtu.be/1TtLbt0jTe8


 

Upcoming Events 

12/19 - Group Picture Day 
12/24 - 1/01 - Holiday Recess 
01/03 - P.A.W.S. Day 
01/04 - Community Time  
                 Grade K 
01/10 - PTA Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 
01/11 - Community Time Grade 5 
01/18 - Community Time Grade 4 
01/21 - Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday - No School 
01/25 - School Spirit Day 
01/25 - CommunityTime Grade 3 
02/01 - SDS Sing Off  
02/07 - P.A.W.S. Day 
02/08 - Community Time Grade 2 
02/15 - Early Dismissal 
                 at10:45 a.m. 
02/15 - Community Time Grade 1 
02/18 - 02/22 - Mid-Winter   
                 Recess 

Staff Recognition 
 

Mrs. Eastman recognized as a “Rock 
Star” Recipient 

The Rock Star Award is given to the 
faculty member that builds on the great 
foundation that Smallwood is known 
for.  In addition, the award recipient 
contributes positively to support the 
social, emotional and mental health and 
well-being within our school 
community. 

Mrs. Eastman recently supported our school during a transition in 
the Main Office. As always she went above and beyond to make our 
school great! Said one of Mrs. Eastman’s peers: “People love to be 
greeted with a smile or hello.  People love to be asked how their day 
is going.  People love to be welcomed and this person is great at it.” 

Congratulations Mrs. Eastman! 

 
Published by Principal Daniel Lewis and Assistant Principal Richard Crozier 
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