Amherst Middle School English Department
Summer Reading Assignment
The summer is a crucial time for students to continue cultivating their reading
skills. All students entering grades 6, 7, and 8 must read two books over the summer.
Students are encouraged to select two books they are interested in as well as books
that will challenge them.
When students resume classes in the fall, they will be assessed on the books they
read over the summer. Students need to complete both of the provided graphic
organizers, one for each of the books selected. They are also encouraged to keep their
own notes about important information (events, characters, setting, etc.).
It is recommended, although not required, for students to select one fiction book
and one nonfiction book (e.g., biography, autobiography, etc.). Under the state
standards, students will also be challenged to read books in the 955-1155 Lexile range
(a tool to measure a text’s complexity).

It is possible to search for books by Lexile level at Barnes and Noble’s website:
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/reading-level-reading-books-lexile/search.asp

Popular adolescent books can be found with descriptions at:
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/adolescent-literature

We would ask that students refrain from reading the books
listed below and select two other novels to enjoy.
•

Grade 6 The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan, Bud, Not Buddy by
Christopher Paul Curtis, Hoot by Carl Hiassen, and Crispin by Avi.

•

Grade 7 English students: A Long Walk to Water, by Linda Sue Park and A
Tale Dark and Grimm, by Adam Grizwitz.

•

Grade 8 English: The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton, Of Mice and Men, by John
Steinbeck, and Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury, The Wonderful Wizard of
Oz, by L. Frank Baum, and Daniel’s Story, by Carol Matas.

Have a wonderful summer and happy reading!

list of suggested adjectives for you to use when
completing the graphic organizers:
A

Active
Adventurous
Affectionate
Ambitious
Angry
Anxious
Argumentative
Bossy
Brilliant
Capable
Cautious
Clever

Compassionate
Courageous
Curious
Dependable
Eager
Enthusiastic
Generous
Honest
Impulsive
Independent
Lonely
Malicious

Nervous
Obedient
Optimistic
Persevering
Responsible
Secretive
Superstitious
Talented
Thoughtful
Timid
Trusting
Trustworthy

Name_________________________________________________ English ___
Title __________________________________________________________________
Author _______________________________________________________________

Character Map for Your First Book
Directions: Place the main character’s name in the oval. Choose 2 adjectives that
describe his/her personality and add them in the diamonds. Use bullets to give specific
examples of how he/she shows that personality trait in the rectangles.

Character

Adjective 1

Examples

Adjective 2

Examples
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Character Map for Your Second Book
Directions: Place the main character’s name in the oval. Choose 2 adjectives that
describe his/her personality and add them in the diamonds. Use bullets to give specific
examples of how he/she shows that personality trait in the rectangles.

Character

Adjective 1

Examples

Adjective 2

Examples

