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From the Principal’s Office:  Mr. Gregory Pigeon 
 
Connections to School - Teaching, Learning and 
Endless Opportunity  
 
As Americans, we share a culture which embraces a 
most rapid pace, a hectic lifestyle, and some of the cold 
hard edges that come with our treatment of each other.  
Each year, it is amazing how quickly the school year 
passes.   This year is certainly no exception.  In the 
wake of the recent tragedies across WNY involving the 
desperate loss of young life, it is important to step back 
and examine how we can better connect our public 
schools and the American family. 
 
One of our goals at Amherst is to engage students in 
activities, sports and co-curricular pursuits that enrich 
their overall academic and social experience.  Character 
development continues to be a theme woven into each 
of our programs.  We are confident that these 
opportunities help to build your child’s performance 
character and ethical character.  If you would like to 
learn more about the Amherst High School character 
development model please visit my webpage at www. 
amherstschools.org/webpages/gpigeon  
 
As parents, I would urge you to explore the opportunities 
our school has to offer your child.  Our website, 
www.amherstschools.org details many athletic 
sports and over 30 different clubs where students can 
connect their talents to a positive enriching activity.  
Research supports what most educators already 
understand: students that participate in school based 
activities are the most successful.  Success inside the 
classroom and outside the classroom creates balanced, 
well rounded, confident young adults.   
 
Our school year has been marked with an exciting 
climate of success.  Be it in our classrooms, on our 
athletic fields, or in community projects, it is clear that  
 
 

 
our learning community’s focus is teaching, learning 
and endless opportunity for the children of Amherst .      
 
Please take a moment to look at our school calendar. As 
you read on you will encounter articles that showcase 
our students and our schools activities.  Please accept a 
warm invitation to join us at an upcoming event or 
activity.  
 
Happy Holidays to you and yours.   
 

YOU’RE INVITED!YOU’RE INVITED!YOU’RE INVITED!YOU’RE INVITED!    

 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

When:   November 17th 
Where:  Amherst High School 

Time:  4 pm to 7 pm 
 

Please call or email to make a 15 
minute appointment between 
4-7 p.m.  Letters will be mailed. 
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The Office of 
Curriculum and Instruction: 

 

Mr. J. Richard Crozier, Asst. Principal 

 
Amherst Celebrates Ribbon Cutting 

Ceremony for HS Courtyand 

 

 
 

Nina Wright was a teacher at Amherst 

Central High School for over 30 years.  As a 

symbol to her legacy, Nina had one wish for 

the current Principal, Gregory Pigeon.  Nina 

wanted to plant a single tree in the 

courtyard that sits in the middle of 

Amherst’s four wings.  After the 

construction of the “new” wing was 

completed in 2001, that green space area 

remained bare except for the casual paper 

airplane or abandoned pens. 

 

“When Nina came to me with this excellent 

idea, I completely agreed and quickly moved 

forward to expand the concept and begin a 

project to beautify the whole courtyard,” 

said Principal Gregory Pigeon.  Mr. Pigeon 

reached out to the Amherst Central High 

School faculty, alumni and students to help 

the concept become a reality. 

 

Over the past two years Pigeon estimates 

that over 100 people have had a hand in 

creating this tranquil garden.  Under the 

guidance and strong organizational skills of 

Mrs. Wright, many donors stepped forward 

to contribute to this wonderful cause.  A 

major contributor was the Amherst Alumni 

Foundation as well as the graduating class 

of 2010 who purchased a number of benches 

for the area. 

 

Much of the project was student driven 

especially the help from the high school 

Environmental Club, under advisor Joe 

Thielman, and even the high school football 

program.  “I asked my young men to show 

up on a Saturday morning to move dirt, and 

they got it done,” said Patrick Murphy, 

Dean of Students and head football coach.  

“The entire project was a collaborative 

approach from all disciplines in our 

building.” 

 

The centerpiece of the new courtyard is a 

newly constructed pergola.  Much of the 

design of the courtyard was from students’ 

ideas with the pergola being no exception.  

Andrew Olkowski worked on this beautiful 

structure in addition to his Eagle Scout 

project for Troop No. 261.  Rob Battaglia 

was the main carpenter.   

 

Mrs. Wright pointed out that not all of the 

accolades belong to her.  “This project would 

not be completed if it was not for the 

enthusiastic efforts of Gordon Crock, 

English teach at Amherst Central High 

School.  Gordon is like the Energizer bunny.  

He brings people in with his welcoming 

energy, knowledge and love of gardening,” 

said Nina Wright.  Crock should be 

especially commended for the hours he put 

in this summer when he led the efforts in 

creating a brick pathway throughout the 

courtyard. 

 

Wright also alluded to the fact that their 

work in the courtyard is not complete.  She 

planted four new shrubs this weekend and 

has 500 tulip and daffodil bulbs ordered for 

next year.  One thing is for sure, Amherst 

Central High School is now an even more 

beautiful place to go to school and work 

thanks to the collective efforts of so many 

people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Homecoming Week –  

a Huge Success at  

Amherst Central High School 
 

The 2011 homecoming festivities have the 

entire student body, faculty, and staff in an 

uproar!  Thanks to the advisor leadership of 

Sally Cukierski and Lindsay Johns, 

Homecoming Week has been a huge success. 

 

This year’s Fall Homecoming took on a 

Disney theme.  For Monday’s Lion King 

Day, students wore animal prints.  On 

Tuesday, Peter Pan Day brought out a 

number of Tinkerbells, pirates and Tiger 

Lillies. (There was even a crocodile!)   

Wednesday the halls were filled with 

princes and princesses.  Thursday 

celebrated Senior Toga Day and class colors, 

and Friday’s “Tigger” Day was also School 

Spirit Day with students dressed in orange 

and black. 

 

Other fun events for the week included the 

Powder Puff Game between the junior and 

senior girls on Saturday, decorating the 

hallways on Wednesday evening, and the 

senior toga breakfast and pep rallies at 

Smallwood and Windermere were highlights 

of Thursday. The main event occurred 

Friday with the annual Pep Rally in the 

gym and the varsity football game at 6 p.m. 

versus Hamburg on the turf.  The week’s 

activities conclude with the Homecoming 

Dance on Saturday evening. 

 

The Tiger’s spirit is alive and well at 

Amherst Central High School thanks to the 

efforts of a proud student body, faculty, 

staff, and administration. Go Tigers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHORALE STUDENTS ENRICHED 

BY GUEST CONDUCTORS 
 

The Amherst Central High School Music 

Department has a rich tradition of great 

success.  Throughout the years the program 

has benefited from the expertise of a number 

of musicians.  On Tuesday, October 25, the 

students in Mr. Pomietlarz’s second period 

Chorale were treated to the talents of two 

well-renowned musicians.   

 

Professor Gerald Gray is currently the 

Director of Choral Activities and on the voice 

faculty at SUNY Fredonia.  Dr. Gray worked 

with the Amherst Concert Chorale on a piece 

called, “I Will Sing Unto the Lord,” from G. F. 

Händel’s Israel in Egypt.  A specialist in 

Baroque repertoire, particularly of the music 

of Bach and Händel, Dr. Gray shared some 

thoughts on vocal color, projection, style and 

flexibility.  This particular movement is scored 

for double choir in eight parts, and has endless 

runs of 16th note flourishes.  When asked how 

he thought the students were handling the 

music, Dr. Gray said, “Very impressive!” 

 

In addition, the Chorale received feedback 

from Composition Professor Emeritus Keith 

Peterson.  Dr. Peterson led our rehearsal on a 

composition that he wrote, “Farewell to Nova 

Scotia”.  Dr. Peterson wrote the song as a 

collection of pieces that he composed for the 

Fredonia Chamber Singers. 

 

“What a pleasure for me to get a glimpse of the 

amazing talents in our building,” said Richard 

Crozier, Assistant Principal of Curriculum and 

Instruction at Amherst Central High School.  

“Our students are blessed to have the 

opportunity to work with such distinguished 

musicians like Mr. Pomietlarz, and Professors 

Gray and Peterson.  I am looking forward to 

hearing these pieces at the Fall Concert.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT:  

JANUARY REGENTS 

EXAM INFORMATION! 
 

Attention Parents and Students,  
January Exams are scheduled from:  
 
Tuesday, January 24 th through 
                                Friday, January 27 th.  
 
Attached is the New York State Education 
Department 2012 January Exam 
Schedule.  Our school exam schedule will 
be released on Friday, November 4th.   
 
The following are the local exams scheduled 

for January Exam Week: 

 

ACT PLAN (All Sophomores) 

Algebra R Mid-term 

AP US History Mid-term 

Biology R Mid-term 

Economics R, NR 

English 12R Lit 

Global 1 DR, R Mid-term 

Government R, NR  

Music Theory 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a Reminder…. 

 

Please note that students may be 

excused from final assessments 

and/or exams during the exam 

week ONLY with appropriate 

documentation provided to 

substantiate the claim that the 

absence was legal (e.g., a doctor’s 

certificate in the case of illness).  

If your son/daughter misses a 

Regents exam for any reason, it 

will have to be taken in June, or 

August, if applicable.  If you 

have any questions regarding 

exams, please contact my office 

at 362-8193. 

 

Thank you,  

 

Mr. Crozier   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Dean's Office 
Mr. Pat Murphy 
 

 
 
To ensure a respectful and orderly building for 
the 2011-2012 school year, we need all 
students to be extra vigilant in following school 
rules.  While the High School Agenda lists all 
the school rules it is of the utmost importance 
that we pay close attention to the following: 
 

1. Be on time for homeroom and 
classes.  Detention will be assigned 
by the supervising teacher if you are 
late. 

 
2. Follow all requests of faculty and staff:  

Failure to follow a reasonable request 
is called insubordination and will result 
in a suspension from school.  

 
3. Appropriate language and respect:  

Please use appropriate language and 
always be respectful of adults and 
peers. 

 
 
4. Passes:  If you are in the hallway after 

a passing bell rings, be sure to have a 
pass.  If you do not have a pass, you 
will be sent to Mr. Murphy’s office. 

 
5. Cafeteria:  Be sure to clean up after 

yourself in the cafeteria.  Food is not 
allowed outside the cafeteria.  In order 
for students to have the privilege of 
going outdoors during lunch time, the 
cafeteria must be cleaned daily and all 
food must remain in the cafeteria.  
Food is not allowed outside of the 
cafeteria. 

 
Fighting/horseplay/disorderly conduct:  We 
will not tolerate fighting, horseplay or 
disorderly conduct.  Please keep your 
hands to yourself and be respectful of each 
other.  If a peer gives you a hard time, tell 
an adult.  Stay in control.  
 
 

KEEPING PERSONAL BELONGINGS SAFE 
 
In an attempt to prevent theft in our locker 
areas, we ask that you reinforce and adhere to 
our school policies and procedures regarding 
securing personal belongings including 
security of your belongings while participating 
in physical education class.  The opportunity 
for your fellow student to steal is greatly 
diminished by strict compliance with the 
following directives:   
All students are required to have two 
combinations  locks :  One to secure their 
hallway locker and one to secure their 
physical education locker. All students 
must use their own locker.  Sharing of 
lockers is not permitted.   
 
Valuable personal possessions such as cell 
phones, I Pods, money, and other valuables 
should not be brought to physical education 
classes or must be secured in a locked locker.  
In the past, any incident resulting in a loss has 
been attributed to unsecured valuables being 
left in a locker area.  Your cooperation in this 
matter is greatly appreciated.   

 
 
 
 

EMPOWER YOUR COMMUNITY-ONE 
CALL AT A TIME 

Tiger Tipline 716-362-CALL (2255) 

The Tiger Tipline  empowers students, 
teachers and others to anonymously 
report important information about violent 
or troubling events before or after they 
have happened. The Hotline gives 
students and parents in all Amherst 
Central Schools an increased ability to 
both prevent violence and report issues 
by making safe anonymous calls. 

Students and other Community Members 
can call 716-362-CALL (2255)  to report 
threats, fights, instances of bullying, 
substance abuse, or other activities that 
create unsafe situations in our schools. 
Calls are recorded 24 hours per day, 365 
days per year and forwarded to local 
school officials and law enforcement 
agencies as needed. The procedures 
established for receiving and forwarding 
tips guarantee the anonymity of every 
caller. 



HIGH SCHOOL OFFICE  HOURS 

 
MAIN OFFICE – 362-8100 

7:15 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
DEAN’S OFFICE – 362-8160 

7:30 A.M. – 3:45 P.M. 
STUDENT SERVICES OFFICE – 362-8175 

7:30 A.M. – 3:45 P.M. 
 

2011-12 – EARLY DISMISSALS  
 

Early Release @ 1:00 PM 
November 17th 

 
NO SCHOOL DAYS 

 
November 2 – Superintendent’s 
Conference Day 
November 11 – Veteran’s Day 
November 24 and 25 – Thanksgiving 
Recess 
December 23, 2011 – Jan 2, 2012- Winter 
Recess 
January 16 - Martin Luther King Day 
February 17 – 24 Mid-Winter  
April 6 - 13 - Spring Recess 
May 28 – Memorial Day 
 
 
 

 
 

TIGER TALES DEADLINES : 
 

ISSUE                             DEADLINE 
 
       Feb/Mar                          January 18 
       April/May                        March 23 
       End of Year                    May 19 
 
All articles for Tiger Tales should be submitted 
to Sally Cukierski at the high school – 
scukierski@amherstschools.org 
 
As always, please check out our website for 
the latest news and information:  
www.amherstschools.org 
 
*First Student does not allow Harkness students to 
eat their lunch on the bus.  Students need to meet 
with their counselor to make arrangements in their 
schedules to eat lunch.* 
 
 

IMPORTANT:  Exam Information from Mr. 
Crozier Assistant Principal 
 
New York State Education Department has 
not yet released the January 2012 Exam 
Schedule.  A finalized version of the exam 
schedule will be on the high school’s web 
page once it has been received from the State 
Ed. Dept.  Be sure to ask your sons/daughters 
about any upcoming midterm, local and/or 
Regents exams they may be taking during the 
month of January, 2012.  Please note that 
students may be excused from final 
assessments and/or exams during the exam 
week ONLY with appropriate documentation 
provided to substantiate the claim that the 
absence was legal (e.g., a doctor’s certificate 
in the case of illness).  If your son/daughter 
misses a Regents exam for any reason, it will 
have to be taken in June, or August, if 
applicable.  If you have any questions 
regarding exams, please contact my office at 
362-8100.  Thank you and enjoy the rest of 
autumn! 
 
 
 

 
CLASS RING ORDERS  
Herff Jones will be in the High School 
Cafeteria during lunch periods on Monday, 
November 7th and Tuesday, November 8th for 
anyone interested  in purchasing a school ring.  
Last year the Student Council designed a ring 
exclusive to Amherst Central School.  You can 
design your own ring or order the ring 
designed by our students.  Herff Jones will 
also be available on November 7th from 
6:00pm to 7:30 pm for parents who are 
interested in viewing the different styles and 
prices. 
 
Attention Seniors !  Graduation will be here 
before you know it.  Herff Jones will be 
available on Tuesday, February 14th  and 
Wednesday, February 15th for cap and gown 
orders during lunch periods in the cafeteria.  
Cost for cap, gown, and tassel is $20 which 
includes tax and shipping.  Money is due at 
time of delivery and not the day you place 
your order.   Announcements will also be 



available for purchase with a design that 
compliments Amherst High School!      
  

 
FROM STUDENT SERVICES 

The Student Services office is an important 
resource for students and families for both 
College and Career Information.  We have a 
wealth of both print and computer resources to 
help students explore post-secondary school 
options. 

CHOICES PLANNER 

This internet based program is a great 
resource to explore college, take career 
assessments and search for college 
scholarships.  Go to www.bridges.com and log 
in: 

SITE ID:  0100830 
PASSWORD:  Amherst 

 

SAT TEST PREP 

Please check our web page at 
amherstschools.org.         
Go to:  High School    Click on:  Student 
Services 
Then:  PSAT, SAT, ACT 
Upcoming SAT/ACT dates:  
TestDate  Register By  Late Fee Required  
SAT  
12/3/11       11/8/11 11/9/11 – 11/20/11 
ACT        
12/10/11      11/4/11       11/5/11 – 11/18/11            
 
**PSAT results will be available in early 
December** 
 
Important Deadlines  
11/7/11 Last day to request pass/fail for a full-
year course 
10/28/11 Last day to drop a 1st semester 
course 
12/22/11 Last day to drop a full-year course 
12/22/11 Last day to change a course level 
 
JANUARY REGENTS EXAMS:  
Announcements have been made in 
homerooms and the Daily Bulletin about 
Regents Exam retakes.  Please see your 
counselor immediately if you want to retake an 
exam. 
Deadline is November 15th. 
 
HARKNESS FIELD TRIP ON DEC. 13 th  8:30-
11am 

Attention sophomores: Students interested in 
enrolling in a vocational program next year are 
encouraged to take a tour of the Erie 1 
BOCES Harkness Center.  Harkness is a 
great opportunity to learn skills for both college 
preparation and employment in the following 
areas: 
 
Automotive Collision Repair 
Automotive Custom Painting and Graphics 
Automotive Technician Training 
Building Trades 
Career Exploration 
Certified Personal Trainer 
Cisco Networking Academy 
Computer Aided Drafting 
Cosmetology 
Criminal Justice 
Culinary Skills 
Dental Laboratory Technology 
Digital Media 
Early Childhood Education 
Electrical Systems 
Electronics and Computer Technology 
Fashion Design & Merchandising 
Graphic Design Technology 
Green Technology Academy 
Health Careers I 
Health Careers II – Health Technology Option 
Health Careers II – Introduction to Nursing 
Pet Grooming 
Pre-Engineering Technology (PLTW) 
Spa Specialty 
Television and Sound Production 
Theatre Technology 
Web Technologies & Game Programming 
Welding 
Health Connections 
Legal Academy 
 
Students should see their counselor by 
12/2/11 to sign-up for this Harkness Field Trip. 
 
School counselors spent the first 4 days in 
September meeting with all of their freshmen 
discussing teacher expectations and getting 
off to a positive start to high school. In 
November counselors will again meet with 
freshman in health classes to discuss study 
skills, time management, organization and test 
taking strategies.  Each student will receive a 
booklet dealing with 10 steps to better grades.  
Ask your child to go over it with you.  
 
 
 



IMPORTANT COLLEGE INFORMATION : 
 

Parent College Night  
 

Wednesday, December 7th 
6:30 – 8 PM 

The Student Services office and a panel of 
college admissions representatives from 
SUNY Brockport, Canisius, The University of 
Rochester and Erie Community College will 
provide an overview of the college admissions 
process.  Topics will include what colleges 
look for in a student, analyzing transcripts, 
college exploration and a timeline of events. 
 
This presentation is very important for parents 
of juniors and is open to all grade levels. 
 
FINANCIAL AID  
 
All families should complete the FAFSA (Free 
Application for Student Assistance).  This form 
can be submitted starting January 1st.  Online 
FAFSA worksheets will be available in Student 
Services in mid December. 
 
Students should check with their individual 
college to see if they require the CSS Profile.  
This is a form some colleges require for 
financial aid.  You can go to 
www.collegeboard.com to see a list of the 
schools.  
 

Family Financial Aid Night  

Monday, November 7th 

6:30 – 8:30 PM 

High School Multi-Purpose Room 

This presentation will be geared toward 
parents of juniors and seniors beginning the 
financial aid process.  All parents are 
welcome! 
 

 
 ALL COLLEGE APPLICATIONS MUST BE 

PROCESSED THROUGH YOUR 
COUNSELOR 

Please meet with your counselor at least 2 
weeks before an application deadline.  You 
will need to request a transcript and provide 
them with any forms that need to be filled out. 
 
To apply to college: 

a. Student must meet with their school  
counselor 

at least 2 weeks in advance to    
request school  

              records.                 
b. Go to specific website to fill out 

applications: 
www.commonnapp.org for over 400 
schools 
www.suny.edu for State University of 
New York schools 

c. School’s individual website 
 

If having trouble finding a school’s 
application, please see your school 
counselor! 
 
Letters of Recommendation -  Be sure to: 
 

• Ask teachers in a courteous and  
timely manner; 

• Make sure teachers are aware of 
deadline date(s); 

• After initial face-to-face request; 
• Remind your teacher/counselor to 

submit your recommendations on-
line or provide them with paper 
forms printed from the website. 

• If teachers are submitting paper 
recommendations, remind them to 
submit those materials to your 
counselor; 

• Please be sure to thank your 
teachers. 

 
Most SUNY schools require a Supplemental 
Application.  These forms can be downloaded 
from the SUNY website www.suny.edu, or 
they can be found on each individual college 
website.  See your counselor if you have 
questions.  
 
It is your responsibility  to have your test 
scores (SAT, ACT, SAT II) sent to the colleges 
to which you are applying.  Read the 
application requirements.   Some colleges 
request the scores be sent directly from the 
testing agency.  Others may allow them to be 
placed on your high school transcript.   
 
 
 
Make sure you are satisfying all application 
requirements at the college of your choice.  
Seniors should request that mid-year grades 
be sent to colleges, if required.  Give mid-year 
form to counselor. Remember, colleges 



reviewing your applications keep a close 
eye on your senior courses and grades. 
Some colleges will not  accept RUSH 
scores . 
                      
KEEP A CLOSE WATCH ON  
COLLEGE APPLICATION DEADLINES.         
 
COLLEGES HAVE BEEN VISITING 
STUDENT SERVICES.  MORE ARE 
COMING!!   
 
CHECK THE DAILY BULLETIN  IN 
HOMEROOM,  STUDENT SERVICES OR 
THE SCHOOL WEBSITE. 
 
PLEASE NOTIFY YOUR COUNSELOR 
WHEN YOU RECEIVE AN ACCEPTANCE 
LETTER! 
 
NCAA 
If you are planning to play sports in college, 
e.g., Division 1 or 2, you need to register with 
the NCAA Clearinghouse to determine your 
academic eligibility.  Registration is at 
www.eligibilitycenter.org. 
 
ROTC ARMED SERVICES 
If you are planning to apply for an ROTC 
Armed Services Scholarship, please see your 
counselor now.  
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Each year the Student Services Office 
receives scholarship information from 
numerous local, national, and college 
sources which we advertise in the Daily 
Bulletin and on the Amherst website: 
                    www.amherstschools.org. 
While some scholarships only pertain to 
students with specific accomplishments or 
interests, others, such as essay contests, 
are open to all.  Too often the student 
response to these announcements is very 
low.  Please remind your son or daughter 
to read the Daily Bulletin, attend 
homeroom and seek out this information in 
the Student Services office or on the 
Amherst High School web site.  
 
Investigate scholarship opportunities.  

• See Mrs. Russell in Student 
Services.   

• Read the Daily Bulletin. 
• Check the Amherst website.  

 
Go to www.amherstschools.org  then to 
High School web page.  Select Student 
Services,  then Scholarship Opportunities. 
 
NOTE: Each year parents and students 
receive letters from businesses which 
guarantee their ability to find scholarships or 
sources of financial aid, plus a money back 
guarantee if they are unsuccessful.  The 
Student Services Office does not endorse any 
of these services or any offer requiring 
students to pay money to get money. 
 
Note:   Students receiving test 
accommodations in high school through 
Special Education or 504 services need to 
be approved by the College Board to have 
accommodations on the SAT.  If you are 
planning to take an upcoming SAT and are 
NOT approved, see Mr. Benton in Student 
Services by Thursday, December 1. 
 
REMEMBER..... 
Student Services will be closed for Winter 
Recess from December 23rd through 
January 2.  Any college applications that 
have a January 1 or January 15 deadline 
should be brought to your child’s 
counselor’s attention by DECEMBER 9TH to 
assure it will be processed before the due 
date. 
 
Have you moved?  
Please remember to notify the Student 
Services Office of any change in your phone 
number or address.  We’ll need 2 proofs of 
your new address to avoid any delay in 
mailings to your home . 
 



 Amherst Central School District  
 

Amherst Central High School 
4301 Main Street 

Amherst, New York 14226 
(716) 362-8100 FAX:  (716) 836-4972 

 http://www.amherstschools.org 
 

Gregory K. Pigeon J. Richard Crozier Patrick R. Mur phy  
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October 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Guardians, 
 
Amherst Central High School will be holding parent/teacher conferences from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 17, 2011. 
 
The intent of the parent/teacher conferences is to foster positive communication between parents and 
teachers.  Whether to discuss concerns or to confirm progress; we look forward to meeting with you and 
sharing our vision for your child’s success.   While the November 17th date is set aside for formal 
conferences, please do not hesitate to contact your son or daughter’s teacher any time you have questions or 
require information.  If you have any questions regarding your child’s assigned teachers or schedule, please 
contact Student Services at 362-8170 or use the Web Grade Portal (WGP). 
 
You may schedule appointments for November 17 th by contacting your child’s teacher directly anytim e 
after November 2 nd.  If you prefer, you may contact individual teache rs by e-mail by logging on to 
www.amherstschools.org .  Click on “High School” on the right, then “Staff ” on the left.  A Staff 
Directory will appear.  You may scroll down and fin d the teacher you are looking for, along with their   
e-mail address.  You will also find a list of teach er voice mail extensions on the reverse side of thi s 
letter.  Teachers will return your e-mail or call a nd set up an appointment time.  Conferences will be 
scheduled in 15-minute blocks.  Our faculty will make every effort to set up appointments with multiple teachers 
as close in time as possible; however, please understand that time slots fill up quickly. 
 
Locations for the conferences are as follows: 
 

ENGLISH & SOCIAL STUDIES   CAFETERIA   Ground Floor  
MATH & FOREIGN LANGUAGE  MULTI–USE ROOM  2 nd Floor 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH  TUTORING CENTER  2 nd Floor 
SCIENCE, CTE, MUSIC, & ART  LIBRARY   1 st Floor 
COUNSELORS    STUDENT SERVICES 1st Floor 

   
We anticipate a busy and productive conference day on November 17th and we look forward to meeting with 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gregory Pigeon 
Principal  



 
TEACHERS/COUNSELORS - PHONE LIST - 2011 – 2012 

                        
Name  HH VM  Name  HH VM 

Ables, Nancy 253-6962 253-6862  Mulvaney, Kerry  253-6945 253-6845 
Acker, Jennifer 253-6930 253-6830  Murray, Matthew  253-6959 253-6859 
Adelman, Doreen 253-6913 253-6813  Nardozzi, Stephanie  253-6980 253-6880 
Appler, Steven 253-6974 253-6874  O’Connor, Cheryl  253-6911 253-6811 
Baczkiewicz, Mary 253-6953 253-6853  Paul-Saladino, Sue  253-6981 253-6881 
Bauer, Dennis 253-6914 253-6814  Penasack, Lisa  253-6952 253-6852 
Bernardi, Michelle 253-6954 253-6854  Pendrak, Mattthew  253-6960 253-6860 
Bialecki-Baker, Dana 253-6915 253-6815  Poeller, Gretchen  253-6927 253-6827 
Brown, Cathy 253-6908 253-6808  Pomietlarz, Justin  253-6940 253-6840 
Burger, Edward 253-6917 253-6817  Rapp, Katherine  253-6946 253-6846 
Burgholzer, John 253-6931 253-6831  Rapp, Mark  253-6961 253-6861 
Butka, Ken 253-6942 253-6842  Rountree, Erin  253-6920 253-6820 
Clendening, Robert 253-6970 253-6870  Schoellkopf, Ann  253-6901 253-6801 
Crock, Gordon 253-6924 253-6824  Sleight, Alexis  253-6902 253-6802 
Curtis, Bruce 551-1403 551-1303  Smith, Katherine  253-6947 253-6847 
Cyrek, Jason 253-6933 253-6833  Snyder, Karen  253-6948 253-6848 
Damiani, Eric 253-6918 253-6818  Spielberger, Paul  253-6967 253-6867 
DeMarco, Holly 253-6929 253-6829  Sullivan, Christine  253-6912 253-6812 
DiLorenzo, Vickie 253-6985 253-6885  Taylor, Beth  253-6907 253-6807 
DiNunzio, Robert 253-6971 253-6871  Teplitsky, Wendy  253-6987 253-6887 
Elston, Sherryl 253-6978 253-6878  Testa, Geoffrey  253-6928 253-6828 
Falls, Rebecca 253-6972 253-6872  Thielman, Joseph  253-6941 253-6841 
Flis, John 253-6935 253-6835  Valenti, Amy  253-6903 253-6803 
Fordham, Pamela 253-6964 253-6864  Virginia, Thomas  253-6983 253-6883 
Geisen, Scott 253-6979 253-6879  Ward, Anne  253-6904 253-6804 
Gerstung, Nicole 253-6963 253-6863  Weber, Paul  253-6968 253-6868 
Godinho, Garland 253-6925 253-6825  Weir, Amy  253-6905 253-6805 
Goergen, Mary Ellen 253-6955 253-6855  Wierzbieniec, Paul  253-6969 253-6869 
Gonzalez, Faith 253-6923 253-6823  Will, Anne Marie  253-6906 253-6806 
Goss, Michael 253-6956 253-6856  Williamson, Kellie  253-6949 253-6849 
Graham, Linda 253-6950 253-6850  Wrzosek-Kline, Tammy  253-6984 253-6884 
Hare, Paul 253-6965 253-6865  Zobel, Erik  253-6922 253-6822 
Himes, Jon 253-6936 253-6836      
Incontro, Craig 253-6909 253-6809      
Jones, Mark 253-6957 253-6857  NURSE’S CLINIC    
Jones-Reagan, Lizz 253-6919 253-6819  Celmer, Kathy   362-8165 
Kapperman, Patrick 253-6932 253-6832  Davis, Wendy                                                 362-8165  
Kensy, Christopher 253-6910 253-6810  ADMINISTRATORS   
King, Kimberly 253-6943 253-6843  Pigeon, Gregory  – Principal  362-8190  
Kisker, Gregory 253-6926 253-6826  Crozier, Rich – Assistant Principal 362-8193  
Kurzel, Paul 253-6966 253-6866  Murphy, Pat – Asst. Prin./Dean of Stud. 362-8160  
LeFauve, Robert 253-6973 253-6873  COUNSELORS   
Mann, Joelle 253-6937 253-6837  Benton, Dave – Counselor 362-8169  
Mansell, David 253-6916 253-6816  Ciurczak, Sherry  – Counselor 362-8172  
Marszalek, Joseph 253-6938 253-6838  Hobler. Tammie  – Counselor 362-8171  
Martin, Laurie 253-6934 253-6834  Lares, Kristi  – Counselor 362-8173  
Maxick, Mitch 253-6958 253-6858  LeGoff, Laurie – Counselor 362-8174  
Maxwell, Joseph 253-6939 253-6839  SOCIAL WORKER/PSYCHOLOGIST   
McMaster, Catherine ------------ 362-8129  Wolfe, Daniela – Social Worker 362-8176  
    Christy, Stewart – Psychologist 362-8168  

Student Services #(716) 362-8175 – Student Services  (fax) #(716) 836-4972 
Main Office (fax) #(716) 836-6935 
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 Amherst Bookies 
A parent/teacher book club sponsored by the 

Amherst MS/HS PTSA dedicated to the pursuit of 

reading for enjoyment. 

Tuesday, November 1, 2011 

7:00 pm 

 Amherst High School LMC 

 

The Night Circus 

by Erin Morgenstern 
 

This program is free and open to the public. All welcome! 

Please call 834-4605 with any questions. 



Amherst Middle School / High School PTSA 

Volunteer Survey 2011 - 2012 
This is a listing of our PTSA sponsored activities, committees, and events.  Please check 

off/complete the areas that you can volunteer for.  Thank you for your support! 
 

Name: Phone: 

E-mail Address:                                                      

Student Name(s): Grade 
  
  
  

Please complete and return to:  Alison Schick   

             47 Chateau Terrace South 

           Amherst, NY 14226 

Questions? Call Alison at:             839-9721 

                   Or e-mail her:   acschick@verizon.net 

 

I can volunteer as needed…just call me!                  ______                    

      
You can contact me as a resource for the school as needed regarding my 

profession or hobby.                                                            _______ 

 Profession_______________   Hobby________________      

 
 

Ways and Means Committee 
Event Date Location / Description Volunteer 

Entertainment Book 

Sale 

Sept/Oct 

 2011 

Help with sale.  Contact Pam Incontro for more 

information.  E-mail  pincontro@roadrunner.com  

 

 

Library Volunteers and Reading Volunteers 
Event Date/Timing Location/Description Volunteer  

 

Library Volunteer 

(Middle School) 

As your schedule permits.  Need is on-

going. 

Assist with daily 

library activities at 

the Middle School 

 

Library Volunteer 

(High School) 

As your schedule permits.  Need is on-

going. 

Assist with daily 

library activities at 

the High School 

 

Reading Tutors 

(Middle School) 

As your schedule permits. Need is on-

going. 

Assist MS 2-4 hours 

per week working 

with students 

 

Reading Tutors 

(High School) 

As your schedule permits.  Need is on-

going. 

Assist HS 2-4 hours 

per week working 

with students  

 



 

Other Important Events 

Committee Date Location / Description Volunteer 

Grants  Early Fall 

2011 

Review and evaluate teacher grant requests  

Middle School Cafeteria 

Volunteers 

Daily 

throughout 

the school 

year 

Assist in the cafeteria for approximately 

two hours during lunchtime.   

Yes…I would like to volunteer__________ 

Please circle which 

days are best for you. 

Mon.   Tues.   Wed. 

Thurs.   Fri. 

Memorial Garden 

Beautification 

Spring clean 

up day and 1-

2 hours a 

month 

Help maintain the memorial gardens on the 

school grounds.  

Volunteer 

 
 

Hospitality Committee 

Event Date Serve Set-Up/Clean-Up 
Open House (High 

School) Middle School 

parent appreciated 

 
10/05/11 

  

Staff Appreciation Day 

(Middle School) 
1/25/12   

Eighth Grade Moving 

Up Day (7th grade 

parents needed) 8th 

grade parents will be 

asked to bring baked 

goods 

 
6/20/12 

  

 
Please contact me if you need volunteers to help send in baked goods.   

Please check all that apply:      

 

_______ Middle School Events 

 

_______ High School Events 



Amherst Middle School/High School PTSA  
2011-2012 Membership Form 

 
Now that students are included in the PTSA, we look forward to the 

student’s participation and strongly encourage all the Middle School and High 
School students, as well as their parents, to join the Amherst MS/HS PTSA. 
Please note that membership in the Elementary School PTSA does not include 
membership to MS/HS PTSA. These are two separate organizations and it is 
necessary to join both organizations if applicable.  

Name(s) of all those joining the MS/HS PTSA 
_____________________________E-mail address ______________________                 
_____________________________E-mail address ______________________ 
_____________________________E-mail address ______________________   
_____________________________E-mail address ______________________             
 
 
Address:_______________________________Phone:_____________________
______________________________________Date:______________________ 
 
Student(s) name:                       Grade         Homeroom #/ Teacher (if known) 
______________________               _____         ______________________________ 
______________________               _____           ______________________________ 
______________________               _____           ______________________________ 
 
$5.00 payment per person must be included: 
(Make check payable to AMHERST MS/HS PTSA) 
 
Number of people joining PTSA______ Amount enclosed $_____ 
 

, 

Thank you for joining the MS/HS PTSA. Your continued support is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
*** Please return your membership form with payment to the PTSA mailbox in the 
main office or to Shanon Jacobs 329 Walton Dr., Snyder, NY 14226. Any questions 
please contact Shanon at 380-3350 or shanonjacobs@yahoo.com.  
 



FALL PTSA NEWS FALL PTSA NEWS FALL PTSA NEWS FALL PTSA NEWS     

    
A special thank you to all of those who sold and 
purchased Entertainment books.  We have had a 

successful sale and will be putting that revenue 
right back into our school in the form of grants 

so thank you for your support!!! 
    

Gentle reminGentle reminGentle reminGentle reminders….ders….ders….ders….    

    

****have you signed up as a member of the Ptsa?  Our 

membership cost is only $5 and your membership helps to 

support our students! (copy of membership form is in 

this newsletter).  We are still accepting members!!! 

 

*have you completed your volunteer survey?  This gives 

you a chance to become involved in your school 

community and meet other parents in the district.  (copy 

of survey form is in this newsletter).  

    

 

upcoming events 

 

Ptsa meeting………………………………………………………….october 12, 2010 

Ptsa meeting………………………………………………………november 9, 2010 

 

Watch for a winter plant sale to take place in late fall… 

 

 

We are off to a great start for the 2011-2012 school year, 

please join us in helping to continue the great 

traditions of the Amherst ms/hs ptsa! 










