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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 
 
Mr. Gregory Pigeon 
 
Change Brings Focus on Teaching, Learning and 
Endless Opportunity 
 
As Americans, we share a culture which embraces a 
most rapid pace, a hectic lifestyle, and constant change.  
This year is certainly a good example of how change can 
visit our school.  This year’s key change at ACHS is the 
addition of the Aspen Family Portal. Overtime, the Aspen 
platform will give students and parents a tremendous 
communication and learning platform.  Watch for the 
launch of our Aspen pages in early February.  We will 
also be using the myconferencetime.com/Amherst portal 
for the scheduling of parent conferences.  Watch your 
email for updates this week.   
 
We are striving to continue to enhance our 
communications with families.  Our Facebook page is 
very active and we post dozens of informational tidbits 
weekly. Tune into www.  facebook.com/ 
AmherstCentralHighSchool.   
 
At Amherst CHS our overall approach is to provide 
comprehensive educational opportunities for all students.  
One of our goals at Amherst is to engage students in 
activities, sports and co-curricular pursuits that enrich 
their overall academic and social experience.  Character 
development continues to be a theme woven into each of 
our programs.  We are confident that these opportunities 
help to build your child’s performance character and 
ethical character.  As parents, I would urge you to explore 
the opportunities our school has to offer your child.  Our 
website, www.amherstschools.org details many athletic 
sports and over 30 different clubs where students can 
connect their talents to a positive enriching activity.  
Research supports what most educators already 
understand: students that participate in school based 
activities are the most successful.  Success inside the 
classroom and outside the classroom creates balanced, 
well rounded, confident young adults.   
 
Our school year has been marked with an exciting 
climate of success.  Be it in our classrooms, on our 
athletic fields, or in community projects, it is clear that our 
learning community’s focus is teaching, learning and 
endless opportunity for the children of Amherst.       
 

 
Please take a moment to look at our school calendar. As 
you read on you will encounter articles that showcase our 
students and our school’s activities.  Please accept a 
warm invitation to join us at an upcoming event or activity.  
 
Happy Holidays to you and yours.   
 

YOU’RE INVITED! 

 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

When:   December 4th 
Where:  Amherst High School 

Time:  4 pm to 7 pm 
 

Log into www.myconferencetime/amherst to sign up for your 
conference time.   

 

 
The whole purpose of education is to turn The whole purpose of education is to turn The whole purpose of education is to turn The whole purpose of education is to turn 
mirrors into windows.mirrors into windows.mirrors into windows.mirrors into windows.  
 
Sydney J. HarrisSydney J. HarrisSydney J. HarrisSydney J. Harris 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Kiel Illg 
 

 
 
To ensure a respectful and orderly building for the 
2014-2015 school year, we need all students to be 
attentive in following school rules.  While the High 
School Agenda lists school rules and policies, it is 
important that we pay close attention to the 
following: 
 

1. Be on time for homeroom and classes.  
Detention will be assigned by the 
supervising teacher if you are late. 

 
2. Follow all requests of faculty and staff:  

Failure to follow a reasonable request is 
called insubordination and will result in a 
suspension from school.  

 
3. Appropriate language and respect:  Please 

use appropriate language and always be 
respectful of adults and peers. 

 
4. Passes:  If you are in the hallway after a 

passing bell rings, be sure to have a pass.  
If you do not have a pass, you will be sent 
to the attendance office. 

 
5. Cafeteria:  Be sure to clean up after 

yourself in the cafeteria.  Food is not 
allowed outside the cafeteria during 
breakfast or lunch.  In order for students to 
have the privilege of going outdoors during 
lunch time, the cafeteria must be cleaned 
daily and all food must remain in the 
cafeteria.   

 
6. Fighting/horseplay/disorderly conduct:  We 

will not tolerate fighting, horseplay or 
disorderly conduct.  Please keep your 
hands to yourself and be respectful of each 
other.  If a peer gives you a hard time, tell 
an adult and stay in control. 

 
 
 

 
 
KEEPING PERSONAL BELONGINGS SAFE 
 
In an attempt to prevent theft in our locker areas, 
we ask that you reinforce and adhere to our school 
policies and procedures regarding securing 
personal belongings.  This includes the securing of 
your belongings while participating in physical 
education class and during extracurricular activities. 
Please be aware of the following directives: 
 
All students are required to have two 
combinations locks:  One to secure their 
hallway locker and one to secure their physical 
education locker. All students must use their 
own locker.  Sharing of lockers is not permitted.   
 
Valuable personal possessions such as cell 
phones, I Pods, money, and other valuables should 
not be brought to physical education classes or 
must be secured in a locked locker.  In the past, 
any incident resulting in a loss has been attributed 
to unsecured valuables being left in a locker area.  
Your cooperation in this matter is greatly 
appreciated.   

 
EMPOWER YOUR COMMUNITY-ONE CALL 
AT A TIME 

Tiger Tip line 716-362-CALL (2255) 

The Tiger Tip line  empowers students, 
teachers and others to anonymously report 
important information about violent or troubling 
events before or after they have happened. 
The Hotline gives students and parents in all 
Amherst Central Schools an increased ability 
to both prevent violence and report issues by 
making safe anonymous calls. 

Students and other Community Members can 
call 716-362-2255 to report threats, fights, 
instances of bullying, substance abuse, or 
other activities that create unsafe situations in 
our schools. Calls are recorded 24 hours per 
day, 365 days per year and forwarded to local 
school officials and law enforcement agencies 
as needed. The procedures established for 
receiving and forwarding tips guarantee the 
anonymity of every caller. 

 

FROM THE DEAN’S OFFICE 



  

HIGH SCHOOL OFFICE  HOURS 

 
MAIN OFFICE – 362-8100 

7:15 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
DEAN’S OFFICE – 362-8160 

7:30 A.M. – 3:45 P.M. 
STUDENT SERVICES OFFICE – 362-8175 

7:30 A.M. – 3:45 P.M. 
 

2014-15 – EARLY DISMISSALS 
 

Early Release @ 1:00 PM 
December 4th 

 
     

NO SCHOOL DAYS 
 
November 4 – Superintendent’s Conference Day 
November 11 – Veteran’s Day 
November 27 and 28 – Thanksgiving Recess 
December 24, 2014 – Jan 2, 2015- Winter Recess 
January 19 - Martin Luther King Day 
February 18 - 20 Mid-Winter  
March 23 – Superintendent’s Conference Day 
April 3 - 10 - Spring Recess 
May 25 – Memorial Day 
 
 
 

 
 

TIGER TALES DEADLINES : 
 

ISSUE                             DEADLINE 
 
           Feb/Mar                            Janua ry 23 
           April/May                          March  20 
           End of Year                      May 18 
 
All articles for Tiger Tales should be submitted to 
Sally Cukierski at the high school –
scukierski@amherstschools.org 
 
As always, please check out our website for the 
latest news and information:  
www.amherstschools.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUS ISSUES 
 
*First Student does not allow Harkness students to eat 
their lunch on the bus.  Students need to meet with their 
counselor to make arrangements in their schedules to eat 
lunch.* 

 

 
 
Attention Seniors 
Graduation Information 

Graduation will be here before you know 
it!  Herff Jones will be available on Tuesday, 
February 10th and Wednesday, February 11th for 
cap and gown orders during lunch periods in the 
cafeteria.  This year we are having the gowns 
custom made to order.  Gowns will be black with 
orange trim on the cuff of the sleeves.  The cost for 
cap, gown, and tassel will be $30 which 
includes tax and shipping.  Money, cash only, 
will be due at this time.  Custom Amherst 
graduation announcements will also be available to 
order.  Students should pay attention to morning 
announcements and posters in the hallways as this 
date nears.  

 
 
 
 
 



The Office ofThe Office ofThe Office ofThe Office of    

Curriculum and Instruction:Curriculum and Instruction:Curriculum and Instruction:Curriculum and Instruction:    

Mr. J. Richard Crozier, Asst. Principal 

    

HomecomingHomecomingHomecomingHomecoming    and Fall Fest Pand Fall Fest Pand Fall Fest Pand Fall Fest Provides Another rovides Another rovides Another rovides Another 

Spirited Week at Amherst High SchoolSpirited Week at Amherst High SchoolSpirited Week at Amherst High SchoolSpirited Week at Amherst High School    
    

The student body, faculty and staff were in a festive mood the 

week of October 6 – 11 as Amherst High School celebrated their 

traditional fall homecoming.  Under the leadership of Student 

Council advisor, Sally Cukierski, this year’s events were a great 

success! 

 

The Homecoming theme of Hollywood added to the festivities.  

They included Favorite Movie Star, Western Day, Red Carpet, 

Class Colors and School Spirit Day of orange and black.  The toga 

breakfast remains the highlight for our seniors, the class of 2015. 

 

The new traditional Fall Fest was the 

week ending highlight on Friday 

evening.  The festivities included a 

bounce house, karaoke, a mechanical 

bull and several fall-themed treats 

that were sold by various clubs from 

the high school.  The family-oriented 

event brought together young and old 

from our community. 

 

As Fall Fest concluded, our very own 

Amherst Tigers took to the football 

field to a packed house.  The week 

concluded with the Homecoming 

semi-formal dance sponsored by the 

Amherst Varsity Council on Saturday 

night. 

 

All in all it was a spirited week that our high school is proud of. 



 

ASPEN PARENT PORTAL ASPEN PARENT PORTAL ASPEN PARENT PORTAL ASPEN PARENT PORTAL 

NOW LIVENOW LIVENOW LIVENOW LIVE    
    

The Aspen Parent Portal is now live and 

available for parent access 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week via the World Wide 

Web!  Log-in to: 

  

https://ny.acsd.myfollett.comhttps://ny.acsd.myfollett.comhttps://ny.acsd.myfollett.comhttps://ny.acsd.myfollett.com                                                                                                                                    
 

to view your child’s current progress as well as a 5-week progress 

report and quarterly report cards. 

 
One enhanced feature that parents may be interested in is grade 

notifications.  ASPEN will send an email to parents when a specific 

grade threshold is not reached when entered by your child’s teacher.   

 

ASPEN parent portal user names and passwords were mailed home to 

families the last week of September.  If you are in need of your 

username or password, please contact Mike Thomas in Student 

Services at 362-8175.  We hope you enjoy this newly enhanced 

communication tool. 

 

Attention Parents and Students,Attention Parents and Students,Attention Parents and Students,Attention Parents and Students,    

January Exams are scheduled fromJanuary Exams are scheduled fromJanuary Exams are scheduled fromJanuary Exams are scheduled from::::    
 

MondayMondayMondayMonday, January, January, January, January    22226666thththth    throughthroughthroughthrough            

FriFriFriFridaydaydayday,,,,    January 30January 30January 30January 30thththth    

 
Our school exam schedule will be released in early December.  Please 

check the website at www.amherstschools.org 

 

Thank you, Mr. Crozier 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  
 

 FROM STUDENT SERVICES 
The Student Services office is an important resource for 
students and families for both College and Career 
Information.  We have a wealth of both print and computer 
resources to help students explore post-secondary school 
options. 

CHOICES PLANNER 

This internet based program is a great resource to explore 
college, take career assessments and search for college 
scholarships.  Go to www.bridges.com and log in: 

SITE ID:  0100830 
PASSWORD:  Amherst  

 

SAT TEST PREP 

Please check our web page at amherstschools.org .         

Go to:  High School    Click on:  Student Services 

Then:  PSAT, SAT, ACT 

Upcoming SAT/ACT dates: 
Test   Date   Register By Late Fee Required 
SAT 12/6/14       11/6/14 11/7/14 – 11/21/14 
ACT       12/13/14      11/7/14           11/8/14 – 11/21/14            
 
**PSAT results will be available in early December* * 
 
Important Deadlines  
11/7/14 Last day to request pass/fail for a full-year course 
12/19/14 Last day to drop a full-year course 
12/19/14 Last day to change a course level 
*Due to class sizes, level changes cannot be guaranteed 
 
JANUARY REGENTS EXAMS: 
Announcements have been made in homerooms and the 
Daily Bulletin about Regents Exam retakes.  Please see 
your counselor immediately if you want to retake an exam. 
Deadline is November 3rd. 
 
HARKNESS FIELD TRIP - DEC. 10 th  8:30-10:30am 
Attention sophomores: Students interested in 
enrolling in a vocational program next year are 
encouraged to take a tour of the Erie 1 BOCES 
Harkness Center.  Harkness is a great opportunity to 
learn skills for both college preparation and 
employment in the following areas: 
Animal Sciences 
Automotive Collision Repair 
Automotive Custom Painting and Graphics 
Automotive Technician Training 
Aviation Technology 
Baking and Pastry Arts 
Barbering 
Building Trades 
Career Exploration 
Connections – Health Related Careers 
Cosmetology 
Criminal Justice 
Culinary Arts 
Cybersecurity & Networking 
Dental Laboratory Technology 
Digital Media 
Early Childhood Education 
Electrical Systems 
Electronics and Computer Technology 
Engineering & Robotics 
 

 
 
Fashion Design & Merchandising 
Health Careers 
Legal Academy 
Manufacturing Technology 
Plumbing & HVAC 
Power Sports 
Spa Specialty 
Sports Science Careers 
Television and Sound Production 
Web Technologies & Game Programming 
Welding 
 
More information about each program can be found 
in the course selection handbook on our website or 
by logging onto www.e1b.org.  Click on 
Locations�Harkness�Program Offerings. 
 
Students should see their counselor by 11/21/14 to 
sign-up for this Harkness Field Trip. 
 
School counselors spent the first 4 days in 
September meeting with all of their freshmen 
discussing teacher expectations and getting off to a 
positive start to high school. In November counselors 
will again meet with freshman in health classes to 
discuss study skills, time management, organization 
and test taking strategies.  Each student will receive 
a booklet dealing with 10 steps to better grades.  
Ask your child to go over it with you.  
 
IMPORTANT COLLEGE INFORMATION:  

 
Parent College Night 

Monday, January 26th 
6:30 – 8 PM 

The Student Services office and a panel of college 
admissions representatives from SUNY Brockport, 
Canisius, The University of Rochester and Erie 
Community College will provide an overview of the 
college admissions process.  Topics will include what 
colleges look for in a student, analyzing transcripts, 
college exploration and a timeline of events. 
 
This presentation is very important for parents of 
juniors and is open to all grade levels. 
 
FINANCIAL AID 
 
All families should complete the FAFSA (Free Application 
for Student Assistance).  This form can be submitted 
starting January 1st.  Online FAFSA worksheets will be 
available in Student Services in mid December. 
 
Students should check with their individual college to see 
if they require the CSS Profile.  This is a form some 
colleges require for financial aid.  You can go to 
www.collegeboard.com to see a list of the schools.  
 

Family Financial Aid Night 

Monday, November 3rd 

6:30 – 8:00 PM 

High School Multi-Purpose Room 

 



 
 
 
This presentation will be geared toward parents of 
juniors and seniors beginning the financial aid 
process.  All parents are welcome! 

 
 ALL COLLEGE APPLICATIONS MUST BE 

PROCESSED THROUGH YOUR COUNSELOR 
 

Please meet with your counselor at least 2 weeks 
before an application deadline.  You will need to 
request a transcript and provide them with any forms 
that need to be filled out. 
 
To apply to college: 

a. Student must meet with their guidance counselor 
at least 2 weeks in advance to request school 
records. 

b. Go to specific website to fill out applications: 
www.commonnapp.org for over 500 schools 
www.suny.edu for State University of New York 
schools. 

c. School’s individual website 
d. Many schools require a supplement.  Please 

check individual school requirements. 
 

If having trouble finding a school’s application, 
please see your school counselor! 
 
Letters of Recommendation:  Be sure to: 
 

• Ask teachers in a courteous and  timely 
manner; 

• Make sure teachers are aware of deadline 
date(s); 

• After initial face-to-face request; 
• Remind your teacher/counselor to submit your 

recommendations on-line or provide them with 
paper forms printed from the website. 

• If teachers are submitting paper 
recommendations, remind them to submit 
those materials to your counselor; 

• Please be sure to thank your teachers . 
 

 
It is your responsibility  to have your test scores (SAT, 
ACT, SAT II) sent to the colleges to which you are 
applying.  Read the application requirements.   Some 
colleges request the scores be sent directly from the 
testing agency.  Others may allow them to be placed on 
your high school transcript.   
 
Make sure you are satisfying all application requirements 
at the college of your choice.  Seniors should request that 
mid-year grades be sent to colleges, if required.  Give 
mid-year form to counselor. Remember, colleges 
reviewing your applications keep a close eye on your 
senior courses and grades. 
        Some colleges will not accept RUSH scores. 
                     KEEP A CLOSE WATCH ON  
            COLLEGE APPLICATION DEADLINES.         
 
COLLEGES HAVE BEEN VISITING STUDENT 
SERVICES.  MORE ARE COMING!!   
 
CHECK THE DAILY BULLETIN, STUDENT 
SERVICES OR THE SCHOOL WEBSITE. 

 
 
 
PLEASE NOTIFY YOUR COUNSELOR WHEN 
YOU RECEIVE AN ACCEPTANCE LETTER! 

 
NCAA 

If you are planning to play sports in college, e.g., Division 
1 or 2, you need to register with the NCAA Clearinghouse 
to determine your academic eligibility.  Registration and 
eligibility requirement info are at www.eligibilitycenter.org. 
 
ROTC ARMED SERVICES 
If you are planning to apply for an ROTC Armed  
Services Scholarship, please see your counselor now.  
 
Scholarships: 
 
Each year the Student Services Office receives 
scholarship information from numerous local, 
national, and college sources which we advertise in  
the Daily Bulletin and on the Amherst website: 
                    www.amherstschools.org. 
While some scholarships only pertain to students wi th 
specific accomplishments or interests, others, such  
as essay contests, are open to all.  Too often the 
student response to these announcements is very 
low.  Please remind your son or daughter to read th e 
Daily Bulletin, attend homeroom and seek out this 
information in the Student Services office or on th e 
Amherst High School web site.  
 
Investigate scholarship opportunities.  

• See Mrs. Russell in Student Services.   
• Read the Daily Bulletin. 
• Check the Amherst website: 

www.amherstschools.org then click High 
School web page.  Select Student Services, 
then Scholarship Opportunities. 

 
NOTE: Each year parents and students receive letters 
from businesses which guarantee their ability to find 
scholarships or sources of financial aid, plus a money 
back guarantee if they are unsuccessful.  The Student 
Services Office does not endorse any of these services or 
any offer requiring students to pay money to get money. 
 
Note:  Students receiving test accommodations in 
high school through Special Education or 504 
services need to be approved by the College Board t o 
have accommodations on the SAT.  If you are 
planning to take an upcoming SAT and are NOT 
approved, see Mr. Benton in Student Services ASAP. 
 
REMEMBER..... 
Student Services will be closed for Winter 
Recess from Dec. 24th through Jan. 5th.  Any 
college applications that have a Jan. 1 or Jan. 15 
deadline should be brought to your child’s 
counselor’s attention by DECEMBER 8th to 
assure it will be processed before the due date. 
 
Have you moved? 
Please remember to notify the Student Services 
Office of any change in your phone number or  
address.  We need 2 proofs of your new address 
to avoid any delay in mailings to your home. 
 



   AMHERST  MS/HS PTSA                

THIRD ANNUAL DRIVE THRU WREATH SALE 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 

           9:00AM-12:00PM (OR UNTIL THEY ARE GONE) 

AMHERST HIGH SCHOOL AT THE TOP OF THE MAIN ST. LOOP 

 

22” FRESH BALSAM FIR WREATHS WITH BOW AND PINECONES 

CREATED BY RUSSELL’S NURSERY 

$20.00  

 

 Don’t lose out!!  Pre-order today 

Contact Janice Zapfel, 839-1610,  neen57@roadrunner.com 

 

All proceeds to benefit programs, field trips, and 

activities for Amherst students 



 

Are you looking for a little something extra to fulfill your volunteer 
hours? Then check out TIES. “Together Including Every Student”. 

Each year we grow a little bigger and better. TIES is looking for a few 
dedicated students willing to share their time and give the needed 
support to students with developmental disabilities. This support will 
allow them to participate in school, recreational, and community 
programs with peers their own age. 

It's a terrific experience that offers friendship, growth, and socialization 
for both its participants and volunteers. So if you are someone who 
wants to make a positive difference in someone else’s life or just in your 
community, please consider volunteering. 

For more info: Check out the Webpage on Amherst website. 
Amherstschools.org/ Programs/ Special Ed/ TIES to download an 
application or pick one up from your student counselor. If interested 
please forward applications to or email Mrs. Swiatek at: 
karenswiatek@amherstschools.org 

 



                                                                                                        

                                   Kick ball Game 

                                             December 4December 4December 4December 4thththth    6:306:306:306:30----    8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    

                 Amherst Middle School Gym 

                                             55 Kings Highway  

         Snyder, New York 14226   

   Wear comfortable sneakers there will be a 

15 minute exercise warm up prior to the game.  Come have fun 
If interested please fill out attached sign- up sheet by Nov. 25th and return it to   

Karen Swiatek 4785 Harlem Rd, Snyder NY 14226 

Any questions call 839-2808 or email karenswiatek@amherstschools.org 

 
Participant’s Name: ____________________________________              Age:________ 
 
 
E-Mail:______________________________________                              Phone: _________________________________ 
 
 
School District:_______________________       Any Special Needs:________________________________________________ 
 
 
In the case of an emergency, for example a fire drill, is there information we should be aware of to assist your child? Yes____ No____ 
 
 

Photo Release Statement- I understand that my child may be photographed or videotaped during this activity and I release my child’s image for use by 
TIES. 
 
 

Parent Signature                                                                                                 Date 
  

Please try and make an effort to come. We’d love to see you there.  

We can’t make the TIES PWe can’t make the TIES PWe can’t make the TIES PWe can’t make the TIES Program work without you.rogram work without you.rogram work without you.rogram work without you.    
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Dear Amherst Families, 
 
The Amherst MS/HS PTSA would like to welcome all the parents to participate in 
our monthly meetings. These meetings are a good opportunity to learn more 
about activities and events happening at your children’s schools. Our meetings 
are held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7 pm, in the District Office 
(2nd floor, back of the middle school).  
 
UPCOMING MS/HS PTSA MEETINGS DATES: 
November 12 
December 10 
January 14 
 
The PTSA has planned some events for this fall. All the fundraiser efforts help us 
support our students. As always, we are looking for volunteers, please consider 
helping in the following upcoming events, or any other events. Remember, 
getting involved provides an opportunity to meet new people, and connect with 
other parents and staff. 
 

SAVE THE DATES!!!!!!! 
 
AMHERST FALL CRAFT SHOW   
At the Amherst Middle School on November 15, from 10 am to 4 pm 

 
THIRD ANNUAL “DRIVE THRU” HOLIDAY WREATH SALE   
At the Amherst High School  (Main Street Loop), on December 6 from 9 
am until noon. 
 
If you are not a member of the PTSA yet, it is not too late to purchase a 
membership!! 
To become a member, please fill out and return the form below. If you have any 
questions regarding membership please contact Sheila Conley Walsh @ 716-
430-5036 walsh81@aol.com 
 

For more information regarding the MS/HS PTSA, please go to the school website 
where you can find information about the events, membership, volunteering, and any 
other ways to get involved.   

Once again, we appreciate all your support!!!!! 

Michelle Minigell/Sarah Smith 

Amherst MS/HS PTSA 

Co-Presidents 
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