AMHERST MIDDLE SCHOOL
Winter
2019 NEWSLETTER
Dear AMS Families,
As our students, faculty, staff, and parents prepare for the December break, and as
we all continue to juggle the demands of school, home, and various holidays,
please let your child know what a great job they are doing at Amherst Middle
School! Given our rigorous daily expectations for learning and for being a positive contributor to our AMS family, the tremendous effort our students put forth is
absolutely wonderful to observe.
Beyond the wonderful work taking place in the classroom setting and through our
extracurricular activities, I am pleased to pass along an update on our annual year
-long service learning project. If you are unaware, the organization we are partnering with this year is Paws for Love affiliated with Erie County’s SPCA. It is a
volunteer group of roughly 400 volunteers who bring their trained pets to schools,
nursing, hospitals, and the like. The pets (and their owners) do a great job lessening anxiety and lifting spirits. We are very happy to support Paws for Love this
year, and we look forward to helping them in a variety of ways. Beyond raising
money, we will also look to support them through the volunteerism of our students, faculty, and staff.
In thinking beyond the upcoming break, please continue to monitor your child’s
academic work through our Aspen parent portal. Every marking period is important and, before you know it, the second marking period will be over at the
end of January. From there, while plenty of work and great experiences are to be
had in the second semester, discussions and planning for next year will also start
taking place.
With the onset of a break from school for your child, and hopefully a few days
away from work for you as well, I hope your entire family has the opportunity to
relax, have fun, and enjoy each other’s company. Thank you for partnering with
us in your child’s education throughout 2019; I look forward to enriching that
partnership and your child’s success in 2020!
Sincerely,
Dr. Griesmer

FROM THE DESK OF MR. CROMBIE

The holiday season is in full swing and our learning environment is productively energetic and I would like to take this opportunity and thank all of you. A positive partnership between
home and school is essential to student success. Thank you
for your continued support and communication that makes
Amherst Middle School a wonderful place for our TIGERS.
The continued support we receive in helping your child adhere to our dress code creates a learning environment that is
conducive to learning. For the most part, we rarely have to address matters relating to inappropriate dress. As a result, our
students and teachers can continue to focus on learning, instruction, and social/emotional growth. In addition, thank you
for your support and understanding of the electronic device
policy set forth in our Code of Conduct. This is also an issue
that seldom arises.
In closing, it continues to be a pleasure working alongside
our families each day. I wish you and your family a warm, relaxing, holiday season. As always, if you have any questions,
comments, concerns, or ideas, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,
Mr. Crombie
Assistant Principal
Amherst Middle School

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 10th……………………...……………Board of Ed Meeting @ 7 PM DO
December 12th ……………………….………….December Concert @ 7:30 PM
December 20th ……………………….…... (Last day of school before Holiday Break)
December 23—Jan. 1…………………….…………... Winter Recess—No School
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
(Classes Resume January 2, 2020
January 7th…………………………………….....Board of Ed Meeting @ 7 PM DO
January 8th…………………………….…..……..HS/MS PTSA Meeting @
7 pm (AMS Library)
January 14th………………………….…………Musical Dress Rehearsal @ 4 PM
January 17th…………………….………………Musical Performance— @ 7:30 PM
Beauty and the Beast Jr.
January 20th………………………...……..……No School—MLK Jr. Day Holiday
January 21st…………………...……………..…Board of Ed Meeting @ 7 PM D.O.
January 24th………………..………………..…Quarter 2 ends
January 27th…………….………………...……Quarter 3/Semester 2 starts
February 5th…………………….……..….……HS/MS PTSA Meeting @
7 pm (AMS Library)
February 6th…………………………….…..…Operetta at the high school
February 7th………………...……..….…….…No School -Parent / Teacher Conf.
February 11th……………...…………….…....Board of Ed Meeting @ 7 PM DO
February 12th……………………..………..…February Concert @ 7:30 PM
February 17-February 21………….……..…No School Mid-Winter Recess
February 24th………………………….….….Classes Resume

From the Health Office
Welcome December. It is a magical and wonderful time of year spent enjoying time with family and friends giving thanks to the many blessings in our lives.
It is also the time of year many of our children may start coming down with colds,
coughs, sniffles and sore throats. Please remember that NO medication is allowed
in school without the proper permission slip for administration. Any prescription
medication requires a doctor’s order for administration. Any over the counter
cold &cough medication, or pain reliever, etc. requires a parent permission slip, as
well as the medication labeled with your child’s name. These forms are available
online as well as in the Health Office. Please feel free to call me with any questions.
The simplest and most effective way to keep ourselves healthy is to practice
good hand washing! It is the best line of defense to keeping germs at bay. The
proper length of time to wash is to wash your hands while singing “Happy Birthday.” That is generally a long enough time to scrub and get all those germs off. Another good product to use when we can’t get to a sink is the alcohol based hand
sanitizers. They do a great job of ridding germs, but remember it is not a cleaner
and shouldn’t be used in place of good old soap and water whenever possible.
Student vision/hearing screenings that are required for all 7th graders are
underway. If there is a concern a referral will be mailed home. Please have these
returned to the Health Office once complete.
Just a reminder that New York State requires a current physical on file for all
students in 7th grade. The physical is to have been completed within the last year.
This is also required for any sports participation.
If your child has had a change in health status, please notify me ASAP so I
can keep their health record as up to date as possible. If ever there is any concern
about your child, please always feel free to call me at any time. The direct number
to the Health Office is 362-7104, or you can email me at nperna@amherstschools.org.
Wishing you and yours a joyous and wonderful holiday season!
Mrs. Nicole Perna RN

ATTENDANCE POLICIES
REMINDER: Please check in Aspen under Daily Attendance to see if your child owes
any absent notes.
You can send the note in or fax it to 836-0193. A trip is considered an unexcused
absence even with a note sent in.
Absent or Tardy
The Middle School has a 24-Hour Call-In Phone Line (362-7249). Each day that your
child will be absent or tardy, a parent or guardian MUST CALL the parent call-in number
and leave a message. In the event that your child is not in school when attendance is taken, and the school has not been notified, the attendance secretary will attempt to contact
the adults listed on the Student Contact Data Form.
Absent and Tardy Notes
A written note is also required and should be brought in with your child to school whenever he/she returns. A note from a doctor’s office is not valid without the signature of a
parent or person in parental relation. Valid reasons for an absence can be found in the
parent handbook. You can also fax an absent note to the school (836-0193), but it must
have a parent or guardians signature on it.
Early Dismissals
If your child needs to leave school early for an appointment, please send in an early dismissal note with your son/daughter and have them stop in the Attendance Office before
Homebase. An early dismissal pass will be given to your child. The parent or guardian
must come into the school’s Attendance Office, show identification, and sign their child
out.
Extended Absences and Assignments
If your child is absent three days or more because of illness, you can call the Attendance
Office on the morning of the third day and request homework assignments. These assignments may be picked up in the Attendance Office at the end of the school day. If your child
is absent less than three days, please check ASPEN and also the School’s website for
homework.
Extended Family Vacations
If your child is to be away for an extended period of time, or will be starting vacation early,
the parent or guardian should notify the Attendance Office in advance with a note or telephone call. You must arrange to make-up assignments for this type of absence with the
individual teacher. This will be considered an unexcused absence. Any questions, call the
Attendance Office 362-7157.
Thank you for helping us to keep our children safe.

Stars Team update
Mrs. Barnes, Ms. Bradford, Madame Busalachi,
Mrs. Claxton, Mr. Morse, and Señora Walling

STARS Winter Newsletter
For Social Studies, we have settled the 13 English Colonies and are happy making England rich and powerful....for now....We will fight our first war right before the holiday
break. When we return in the New Year the colonists will find themselves not so happy
with “mama” and will protest the various acts and taxes she will place upon the colonists. In addition, we have been working hard at implementing our “active” study techniques, where just reading over our notes no longer is the only sufficient method to study
for tests. Students have been provided a variety of strategies to study with and for test
taking methods. Using these active strategies will provide students a more meaningful
understanding of the concepts taught in class. Have a safe and joyous holiday season.
See you in 2020!
Science
In science we completed our Physics Unit. Students had a lot of fun in the labs and activities learning about physics. Students explored Newton’s laws, forces, gravity and friction. In addition the students learned how to calculate speed, distance and time. Our
physics unit may come in handy for your next family vacation. Ask your child to calculate
how long it will take to arrive at your destination. Our next unit is Genetics. Students will
have the opportunity to try a new gaming program and learn about genetics at the same
time. We are excited to pilot this program, it's called Tyto.
Have a Happy Holiday, best wishes for the New Year.
ESPAÑOL 7
After the winter holiday Spanish students will be busy learning new vocabulary related to
school and classroom objects. Your son or daughter will begin a new project based on
this vocabulary and grammar. This “Locker Project” will incorporate their creativity and
knowledge of all of the Spanish vocabulary that they’ve learned so far this year. Students will be creating a replica of their own lockers out of a shoebox. They will include
everything from their chaquetas (jackets), to their mochilas (backpacks) to the espejos
(mirrors) that hang on the doors of their locker…and anything else that they might keep
in their lockers, no matter how obscure it may be! Your son or daughter will be presenting their lockers to their peers in class completely in Spanish. You can ask them for a private screening at home. This will be a treat that both you and your child will enjoy!
Enjoy the upcoming winter holiday! ¡Feliz Año Nuevo!

Stars Newsletter Continued
French 7 We have just begun everyone’s favorite topic - Food! We will be spending most of the
month of December and part of January learning how to order food and drink in a café
and then how to ask the price and pay for our food. Students will perform skits for the
class and maybe, just maybe, get to eat some French foods in class as well.
After the café, we will be reviewing the calendar and learning how to talk about the
weather in French. Students will put on a national weather forecast for a Frenchspeaking country. It should be fun and informative.
English 7 In ELA we finished our first novel, Fuzzy Mud, and are currently reading the novel, A
Long Walk to Water. Along with this novel, students chose to participate in the Read to
Feed program where they set a goal to read a certain amount of pages by the beginning
of January, then earn donations for impoverished countries if they meet their goals. After
winter break, we will begin a research project about the keys to success. As a reminder,
an IR (Independent Reading) Project is due at the end of each quarter, and our next project is due by January 17th. Students have directions for this project and they can also be
found on Ms. Anthon’s website (a link to this website can be found on the Aspen homework Doc).
Happy Holidays!
Math
In class we have been working to strengthen our understanding of positive and negative
numbers and how to find answers when we add, subtract, multiply and divide using these
integers. More recently, we have started to combine our new knowledge of positive and
negative numbers with fraction operations from previous grade levels. Students who
came to seventh grade with a strong understanding of how to operate with fractions are
having more success as we problem solve and complete calculations with positive and
negative fractions. If students did not master operations with positive and negative numbers this year, then the operations with positive and negative fractions have been a challenge. A way to support your child would be to create flash cards of adding, subtracting,
multiplying and dividing numbers (such as -12 + 8 or -12 - 8) to help increase fluency with
these calculations. On my website, mathbymrj.weebly.com, there are also links to websites which have this type of problems already created to help students increase their fluency. This is a key skill that will be necessary for success in any future math course.
December, January and February will focus our study on algebraic expressions, equations and inequalities.
If your child is struggling, I am available after school on Wednesdays. If they have prior
commitments, your child can see me to make an appointment for help during a study
hall.
Hoping that everyone has a happy and healthy new year!

COMETS December Newsletter
Science 7: Mrs. Susi and Ms. LaBoy
We just finished studying Taxonomy -the science of describing, naming, and classifying organisms. Using dichotomous
keys to identify different organisms. Next,
we will be piloting a new immersive technology program for our Genetics
Unit called Tyto to explore phenomenon-driven quests that ask questions
like why Himalayan rabbits' fur has different colors even though they all
share the same genes.
Happy Holidays!
Español with Señora Currie and Señora Walling
After the winter holiday Spanish students will be busy learning new vocabulary related to school and classroom objects. Your son or daughter will begin
a new project based on this vocabulary and grammar. This “Locker Project”
will incorporate their creativity and knowledge of all of the Spanish vocabulary that they’ve learned so far this year. Students will be creating a replica
of their own lockers out of a shoebox. They will include everything from their
chaquetas (jackets), to their mochilas (backpacks) to the espejos (mirrors)
that hang on the doors of their locker…and anything else that they might
keep in their lockers, no matter how obscure it may be! Your son or daughter will be presenting their lockers to their peers in class completely in Spanish. You can ask them for a private screening at home. This will be a treat
that both you and your child will enjoy previewing!
¡Feliz Año Nuevo!
In English with Mrs. Barnes-Ryan & Miss Wilhelm, students are reading the
novel Peak by Roland Smith. They are learning about the dangers and wonder of Mount Everest, the highest point in the world. Before Winter Break,
students will have the opportunity to watch Everest (a movie based on true
events during the 1996 deadly disaster). After the break, we will be conducting research to unlock the mystery of success. Wishing you all the best
this holiday season and looking forward to 2020!

COMETS December Newsletter, con’t

In Mathematics 7 with Mr. Musolino and Mr. Friedrich, students are
working with rational numbers which includes decimals, fractions and all
operations. The students will then be working on the algebra unit which
is comprised of expressions, equations and inequalities. This unit will carry through mid January.
In Pre-Algebra with Mr. Musolino students are finishing a unit on Proportional Reasoning. The upcoming unit will be on Application of Percents.

In Social Studies with Mrs. Monnat and Miss McClintick, we have been
learning about the 13 colonies in Social Studies. Before we enter winter
break, we will be learning about the French and Indian War. After winter
break, we will be learning about the causes of the Revolutionary War. If
you have time over break or on the weekend, take a trip up to Fort Niagara with your child to explore a place that we will be studying. We are so
lucky to have an important part of history close by.
Happy Holidays!

French 7 with Mrs. Currie, We will be learning how to say different foods
in French, order in a restaurant, and ask how much something costs. At
the end of the food unit, we will celebrate by having a crêpe day.
Students will enjoy a homemade French snack and practice their French
at the same time.

2019—Technology Newsletter
“Hello” from Mr. Karas’ Physical Technology
class. We are in the second quarter and going strong!
The seventh graders are working on isometric
and orthographic three-views drawing. This has been
a tough unit for the students. For most of them they
have never had to draw in a technical format before. Therefore, they have
no drawing foundation from previous years. It is also very detailed / precise
work and it is challenging. After they can demonstrate that they can draw
an isometric drawing given an orthographic projection and vise-a-versa,
they will go onto to the problem solving activity of creating their own Rubik's
cube type of puzzle which they create out of ¾” cube of wood. Last years
crew really enjoyed it beside when they finished building it they could take
their cube home with them. We should be on track to finish before the break
for the holiday. Then onto learning about electricity and circuits and building
an audio amplifier project!!
The eighth graders are just finishing the wood portion of their audioamplifier project. During that time we had lessons and demos on machines
like the drill press, bandsaw, cordless drill, and belt/disc sander. Next is the
electrical portion of this project. We will be studying circuits, components,
and how to correctly solder. Students will receive a bag with many parts in it
including a circuit board and they will have to solder it all together. Hopefully, when all the soldering is finished, we can install it on the wood portion
and we can listen to music. If not, we then troubleshoot the circuit board until we find the problem. We should finish by the end of January. After that,
we go onto Project Lead the Way’s Automation and Robotics course where
we will be learning about mechanical devices, transferring power and programming our Vex robots.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

In Mr. Schupp’s Technology class, students in 7th grade are beginning to
start their Puzzle Cube project that is part of the Project Lead The Way
(PLTW) Design and Modeling course. They are working on creating Isometric and Orthographic Projection drawings. In 8th grade, students are using
Code.org and Javascript to create animations and games! They are using
Variables and Sprites to code objects that appear on a screen.

December 2019 Chorus News
The months of October, November, and December are some of the busiest
times for AMS Chorus students! Chorus 7-8 and Choir 8 had their first concert of the year on October 24th. Their second concert will be held on December 12th, with a performance during the day for the entire school and in
the evening for parents and friends. Sixth Grade Chorus members made
their debut at the Middle School on November 14th. They impressed the audience with three great pieces – congratulations sixth graders on a great first
concert! Pop Chorus continues to meet on Thursday mornings before school
and will perform holiday music at Roswell Park on Wednesday, December
18th at 10 AM.
The biggest news in the Choral Department at AMS was the casting of
this year’s musical. The Amherst Middle School Drama Club will perform
Beauty and the Beast, Jr. on Friday, January 17th at 7:30 PM – mark your
calendars now! Two day time performances will be held at 9:15 AM on both
Wednesday, January 15th and Friday, January 17th. Rehearsal schedules
for the months of December and January have been given to cast members.
Please help your child keep track of what rehearsals he or she needs to attend. Information regarding patrons, parent volunteering, and show shirts
has also been distributed. Please contact Mrs. Ayer with any questions at
eayer@amherstschools.org. It’s going to be a great show!
Choir 8 and Chorus 7-8 members will begin a Niagara Candy fundraiser
in January to raise money for their eighth grade trip this spring and next
school year. Selected chorus students in all grades will begin preparation for
All-County festivals in January. Students in 7th and 8th grade are reminded of
the All-County Chorus Audition festival on Saturday, January 11th. More information about audition times and locations will be available soon.
With so many exciting events occurring, it’s a great time to be involved
in chorus at AMS! See your counselor if you are interested in participating –
it’s never too late!

Spirit Team News December 2019
In Social Studies, we began the year by looking at America's Constitutional foundation. Since then, we have Reconstructed, Expanded, Industrialized, traced our Immigrant experiences, and the Urbanization of America. Currently, we are beginning to examine the roots
of Progressivism, as America attempts to address some of the results of its growth spurts; which we will continue when we come out
of break. Then it is time for us to begin exploring America's global
emergence. Once again, we will have an opportunity to expand our
historical learning and enthusiasm outside of the classroom. Over
two-thirds of the 8th grade class has already signed up to travel to
Washington, DC in April!
Before winter break, ELA students, having read Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle's "The Adventure of the Speckled Band", will become detectives and CSIs with in murder mystery investigation where students
work through an interactive crime scene as Sherlock Holmes and report their findings in the hope of solving The Case of Abbey Grange.
After that, we will begin our next unit which includes the novel Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry.
Science 8 students continue studying heat and its effects and will
begin the Astronomy Unit. We learn about Earth movements and
move outward from our planet to explore other amazing wonders of
space. Earth Science students are wrapping up their unit on Earth’s
Dynamic Crust. Next up: Weathering and Erosion.
In Math 8, we are finishing up our linear equations unit and will be
moving on to systems of equations. In algebra, students learned
about statistics and the importance of looking at several measures
before deciding which measure best describes the data. Our next
unit of study is polynomials. Stay tuned for information about March
13th, when we will be celebrating Pi Day.

News from Career & Life Skills
By Kelly Rupp
As the saying goes, “...in this world nothing can be said to be certain,
except death and taxes” and I am adding: change. In the August newsletter
I had written about changes planned in the Career & Life Skills curriculum
because we were suppose to switch from teaching 6th & 7th grades to 7th
and 8th grades next school year. However, due to additional discussions
and new mandates in middle school curriculum that need to be implemented
next year, we will no longer be changing grade levels. Consequently, we
have revised our units this year to be more concurrent with previous years
(with a few tweaks). Thus, the units this year will be…

6th Grade

7th Grade

1st Jobs & Child Care (nearly finished)

Food Safety (nearly finished)

Nutrition & Food Preparation (till April)

Food Preparation (December—March)

Sewing & Clothing Care (April—June)

Career Exploration & Paychecks (Mar—
June)

We are excited to share that we are working with a committee to organize a Career Day event for the entire eighth grade class at the end of January
2020. Students will have the opportunity to visit Harkness Career & Technical
Center in the morning and interact with a variety of post-secondary training and
education organizations along with learning more about high school options before lunch. Finally, students will hear about at least three different professional
careers in afternoon sessions. Students will have a chance to share and reflect
on the experience at the end of the day as well as provide feedback.
This is the time of year when some students begin to struggle or get discouraged and their grades can take a dip. Please encourage your children to
see their teachers immediately for help. It may take a few extra help sessions
but it is well worth the time and effort when they see their grades improve. It’s
much better for students to learn perseverance and consequences in middle
school rather than later. Together, we can help your children learn the skills
needed to succeed! Happy Holidays!

FACS: The road less bumpy
By Kelly M. Rupp
Have you seen or heard any of the recent reports/headlines about “Adulting”
classes or bringing back “Home EC?” I’m glad there is a resurgence in the demand
for this area of study but distraught that more people don’t know it already exists. Family and Consumer Science (FACS) classes provide knowledge and skills in
Personal Financial Management, Career Exploration, Nutrition/Wellness, Clothing/
Textile Design, Human Development, Food Safety, Communication, Community Resources, Relationships, Environmental Design, Consumerism, Problem Solving,
Sustainability and Food Production.
While most agree middle/high school students should have a chance to explore career options, know about banking, be able to do their own laundry, cook a
meal, budget money, get a job, get along with others and understand nutritional
needs, many think students can learn all these from home. Although many may
think these are being taught at home or via GoogleⓉ, the truth is most young adults
are not prepared for life. Thus, they don’t know how to balance a checkbook, handle
credit, understand the advantages/disadvantages of buying/leasing cars, plan and
make a meal, save for the future, write a business letter or ace a job interview. There is a growing number of adults who carry large student loans/debt, have
poor interpersonal skills, spend beyond their income and are unprepared to take
care of themselves, let alone children.
I am not guaranteeing that FACS classes are the cure for irresponsibility, experience or poor choices but they could provide future young adults with a foundation in the fundamentals of life. To do this, we need to strongly support the field by
mandating courses at the middle and high school levels instead of threatening cuts
due to budget shortfalls. Furthermore, we need to encourage and, possibly, incentivize teacher candidates to pursue this field so we can turn the current shortage of certified educators into a healthy surplus to offset openings expected in the next several
years due to retirements.
The purpose of education is to prepare youth to become healthy, productive
workers who are law-abiding, contributing members of society. FACS classes fill the
learning gaps that students need to help them travel a road with fewer bumps, detours and potholes.

6 GRADE NEWS FROM THE DESK OF MISS FERON
TH

STUDYING HABITS
With the first report card having been reviewed, some students may realize they
need to adjust their study habits. Miss Feron is currently meeting individually and in
groups with students who need support and suggestions on how to improve their
academic work.
If your child is experiencing difficulties and you need for support, please feel free to
call or email
Miss Feron at 362-7171 or aferon@amherstschools.org for assistance.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE CHOICE FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR (2020-21)
6th graders will be participating in a Foreign Language presentation on Wednesday,
January 8, 2020.
All students at AMS begin their study of Foreign Language in 7 th grade. The choices are either French or Spanish. This class is taken for both the 7th and 8th grade
years.
Please look for the selection sheet that your child will bring home on January
8th. Assignments to French and Spanish are made on a first come first served basis. There is limited enrollment due to teacher availability and it may not be possible to give all students their first choice. All students are assigned a Foreign Language.

UB MATH PROGRAM
The University of Buffalo runs a program for gifted mathematics students who rank
in the upper 1% of their national peer group. The program at UB is called the Gifted
Math Program. Parent nominations are welcome. The nomination deadline for current 6th graders is January 23, 2020. More information can be found on the University at Buffalo website: http://giftedmath.buffalo.edu/prospective/admissions.php
or by calling 645-4467.

7TH GRADE NEWS FROM MRS. TERRY
Students are excited about new opportunities, clubs and activities, school dances, and a
chance to join sports teams. Please note the clubs and activities list posted on the Middle School website. Check our Amherst Web site and Daily News for updates to take
advantage of all the programs and experiences that Amherst has to offer.
Academics
It’s very important for 7th graders to continue utilizing good organizational and study
habits by writing in the agenda each night. Homework for both 7th grade teams is posted on the website daily. This is a wonderful resource for parents and students. Please
reach out to Mrs. Terry if you need assisting in accessing this. Study and preparation
for tests will be critical this year. Please encourage active studying by using some of
the strategies below:
 Know what you will be tested on. Ask questions, break down topics into categories, review all notes and handouts.
 Plan your study time. Assign yourself information to study each day before the
test.
 Last night before test is for the final review. Chunk material into small parts.
 Change the order of the material that you have studied.
 Use study tools. Use interactive/active tools such as flashcards, sliders, escalators, accordion books etc.
Mrs. Terry taught study techniques in 7th grade Science classrooms in October. Students are encouraged to use these strategies and study tools for all their test preparation this year.
Mrs. Terry can be reached at 362-7174 or jterry@amherstschools.org with questions or
concerns about your child.
Accelerated Course Criteria
Please see the criteria and information posted on our Aspen Counseling his webpage
(below left) regarding accelerated courses offered for 8th graders.
WEB Leader Applications for 2020-21 School Year
In early Spring of 2020, the WEB Leader application process begins. All interested seventh graders should be alert for announcements notifying students about the on-line application form.

8 GRADE NEWS FROM THE DESK OF MS. CREEDEN
TH

Cyberbullying
8th graders participated in classroom presentations in early November on Internet
Safety, Cyberbullying and Cyber Etiquette with Kathy Gust from the National Foundation of Missing and Exploited Children. Education on staying safe online, social
networking risks and responsibilities and cyber etiquette was taught. If you haven’t
done so already, please review the handouts and additional information that was sent
home.
Upcoming Transition Events and Information
The transition process to high school has already begun. Students participated in
the Amherst High School “Tiger for a Day” shadowing experience. Parents too reported an enjoyable and informative open house experience. Please see the timeline
of events to come that will continue to prepare your child for their transition to 9th
grade.
February/March, 2020
8th graders meet with Counselor regarding high school planning and graduation requirements. Elective choice lists will be distributed at this time and students are
asked to think about and be ready to make initial choices on scheduling day on March
6, 2020.
February 27, 2020
Parents of 8th graders are invited to an evening of high school planning at
Amherst High School.
March 6, 2020
8th grade class visits Amherst High School. Students will learn about various curricular and club offerings, take a tour and make initial elective selections for 9th grade.
February/March 2020
Teachers make recommendations about course levels for all five core academic classes (Math, ELA, Science, Social Studies, LOTE).
Spring 2020
Amherst Central High School sends information to parents with course request and
level information for each student. Questions / Changes addressed at this time.
August 2020
Orientation Program for all incoming 9th graders. Students receive their schedules.

EXTRA INFORMATION FOR ALL GRADES

WEB is spinning!
Our eighth grade WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) leaders have been working vigorously to
help sixth graders adjust to the Middle School smoothly. They started out with a bang
with a great Orientation program for our new sixth grade class. In September, WEB
+Leaders also handed out ice cream treats to our 6th graders during lunch and checked in
with them to see how the first month of Middle School has been.
In November our WEB leaders taught important skills such as developing a positive attitude and the challenges of rumors in 6th grade homebase. WEB leaders have also been
helping students with organization of lockers. They are looking forward to spinning more
fun and support as we move into Semester 2!
EVERY DAY COUNTS
Amherst Middle School is continuing with our Attendance Initiative. Our motto is: Every Day
Counts.
Regular school attendance is a critical factor in student success. In fact, it will help your children do
well in high school, college, and at work. Good attendance builds great life skills and creates a culture in our school that focuses on the importance of making every day count.
New York State Department of Education states that if your child misses 10% of the school year,
they are considered “chronically absent.” In a school year of 180 days, that’s 18 days! That is one
day every 2 weeks. Absences can add up fast, so please keep in mind that whether the absences
are excused or unexcused, they represent lost time in the classroom and a lost opportunity to learn.
Absences affect all children and the whole classroom by slowing down instruction for everyone.
Please make every effort to avoid extended vacations that keep your child out of school (especially
in May and June).
We want to combine our efforts with you to also help students continue to develop the habit of regular attendance and making every day count. Amherst Middle School will offer recognition to students who do attend school consistently at key points throughout the school year. Students will see
posters around the building stressing attendance and they will hear teachers talking about the importance of “making every day count” here at AMS.
We also have resources at school for those who need extra help. Students can work with our
School Nurse, Mrs. Perna and Counseling staff to formulate the best plan.
We will all work together to stress to our children that school is their first priority and most important
job. We know that this will help them graduate and start a career.
Join us in “making every day count” at AMS!

Surviving Tests
Tests are coming fast and furiously in all grades at Amherst Middle. Preparation is the key to success on tests. Is your child utilizing the following
strategies?
Before:
1. Review the material nightly for a few minutes as many nights as you can.
2. Seek extra help if some material is difficult.
3. Organize and make sure you have all of the material you need for the test ahead
of time.
4. Try to guess what material will be on the test. Guess what type of questions
might be asked.
5. Review chapter headings/summary questions.
6. Review notes/study guides.
7. Use SQ-RRR method. Survey, Question, Read, Restate, Review. Use acronyms to memorize.
8. Have a parent test you.
9. Mentally prepare: relax, be positive, be confident.
10. Physically prepare: get sleep, eat well, breathe!
During:
1. Read everything carefully first.
2. Time manage. Estimate how long you can spend on a question.
3. Skip questions you don’t know and go back.
4. Underline key words in the questions.
5. Stop, take deep breaths, relax when finished.
6. Check over all work slowly. Picture your notes in your head.
7. Tell yourself that you did your best.
After:
1. Make corrections.
2. Make connections to previous and future material.

Crisis Services
Crisis Services provides a 24 hour a day telephone counseling service (834-1144) for
immediate and confidential support and problem solving assistance. They have recently expanded with a new website: www.kidscrisis.com which includes educational information on issues such as bullying, anger, peer pressure, depression, anxiety, stress
and many other topics. The website also has an interactive feature which allows for
monitored chat discussions and message boards.

