AMHERST MIDDLE SCHOOL
MARCH—2020 SPRING
NEWSLETTER
FROM THE DESK OF …………………………Dr. Griesmer, Principal

Dear AMS Families,
I hope this edition of our newsletter finds you well and looking forward to Spring. As you
are aware, Spring also brings our state assessments and local final exam season. The New
York State ELA Assessment will be administered on March 25 and 26, and the New York
State Math Assessment will be administered on April 21 and 22. As the letter I co-signed
and emailed this week points out, I encourage our students to participate in these assessments
and I appreciate your consideration as parents and guardians to that end. After the Math and
ELA assessments conclude, it will not be long before we start administering our end of the
year final exams and the 8th Grade New York State Science Assessment. Just like in the past,
I will very soon email all of you a copy of our local final exam calendar. While it is still in
draft form, I can confidently relay that our exams are scheduled to begin the week before
Memorial Day and last through June 24.
Please know our final exams not only serve as an assessment of your child’s grasp of each
course’s content and skills taught throughout the year, but also as a substantial grade on your
child’s report card. In 6th grade, the exams are factored into your child’s 4th quarter average
in each course. In 7th and 8th grades, the exams count as 20% of your child’s final average in
each course. Either way, they are important. With this understanding, we appreciate your
consideration in scheduling exciting summer vacations after all of our exams are complete.
Beyond necessary year-end assessments and exams, the final few months at AMS are always
exciting. Among the happenings are: our final concerts, our spring modified sports season,
our Talent Show, and all the special events we hold exclusively for our outgoing 8th graders. In addition to those opportunities, we also intend to involve our entire student body to
our “Going’ Bald for Bucks” celebration again this year. Regardless of the grade your child
is in or the activities that catch their interest, please continue encouraging him or her to stay
involved and make the most of their time with us.
In closing, and as we reach the midpoint of the 3rd Marking Period, continue to be proud of
the hard work your child has done all year. We look forward to all the excitement that takes
place in the final four months of school!
Sincerely,
Dr. Griesmer

FROM THE DESK OF……………… MR. CROMBIE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Dear AMS Families,
The safety of our students, faculty, and staff is our number one priority here at Amherst
Middle School. We have already participated in a series of fire drills and three lockdown
drills this school year. Over the next few months we will continue to have additional fire
drills and one remaining lockdown drill.
Amherst Middle School has high academic and behavioral expectations. As we move forward into spring, the temperatures will rise and the sunshine more abundant. As a result,
our students will be wearing lighter jackets and other garments. I kindly ask you to review
the dress code with your child. This will ensure your child is dressed for success and will
be positioned to fully engage in the learning experience. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation. The dress code can be found in the opening pages of the student agenda and
on our website.
The spring sports season has begun and many clubs and activities here at Amherst Middle
School will continue to enrich the lives of our students. That being said, our studentathletes and club participants are aware of the expectation that they need to continue to
strive for excellence in the classroom. Here are the upcoming extracurricular eligibility review dates.
Eligibility review 3/6/20
Ineligibility for two-failures begins 3/9
First reevaluation for two-failures 3/23 followed by 3/30
Eligibility Review 4/8/20
Ineligibility for two-failures begins 4/22
First reevaluation for two-failures 4/28 followed by 5/5 and 5/12
Eligibility Review 5/21/20
Ineligibility for two-failures begins 5/26
First reevaluation for two-failures begins 6/9
Final evaluation 6/23. Final evaluations factor into eligibility for the upcoming fall extracurricular opportunities.
In closing, I hope you and your family have an enjoyable spring and successful completion
of the 2019-2020 school year. As always, if you have any questions, comments, concerns,
or ideas, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Keith Crombie
Assistant Principal

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 10th…………………………………………… 8th Grade Washington
D.C. Parent Mtg. @ 6:30
March 11th ………………………………………….. HS/MS PTSA Meeting
March 12th…………………………..………………...5th Grade Parent
Orientation @ 6:30 pm
March 17th ……………………………………………Board of Ed Meeting
March 18th ………………………………………….. MS Art Show
March 18th …………………………………………..District Orchestra Festival
March 19th …………………………………………..District Band Festival
March 25 & 26……………………………………….NYS ELA Assessments
“Special Schedule”
April 1-3rd…………………………………………….Annual 8th grade
Washington DC
April 7th……………………………………………….Board of Ed Meeting @
7 pm (District Office)
April 8th ………………………………………………Bald for Bucks Event
April 9th-April 17th……………………………………..NO SCHOOL—
Spring Recess
April 20th……………………………………………….CLASSES RESUME
April 21& 22………………………………………………NYS Math
Assessments
April 21st ………………………………………………Board of Ed Meeting
April 24th …………………………………………….. Annual Talent Show
April 28th ………………………………………………Junior Docent Event at
Darwin Martin House
May 5th…………………………………………………Board of Ed Mtg @
7 pm (D.O.)

ATTENDANCE POLICIES
REMINDER
Please check in Aspen under Daily Attendance to see if your child owes any absent
notes. You can send the note in or fax it to 836-0193. A trip is considered an unexcused
absence even with a note sent in.
Absent or Tardy
The Middle School has a 24-Hour Call-In Phone Line (362-7249). Each day that your child will
be absent or tardy, a parent or guardian MUST CALL the parent call-in number and leave a
message. In the event that your child is not in school when attendance is taken, and the school
has not been notified, the attendance secretary will attempt to contact the adults listed on the
Student Contact Data Form.
Absent and Tardy Notes
A written note is also required and should be brought in with your child to school whenever he/
she returns. A note from a doctor’s office is not valid without the signature of a parent or person
in parental relation. Valid reasons for an absence can be found in the parent handbook. You
can also fax an absent note to the school (836-0193), but it must have a parent or guardians signature on it.
Early Dismissals
If your child needs to leave school early for an appointment, please send in an early dismissal
note with your son/daughter and have them stop in the Attendance Office before Homebase. An
early dismissal pass will be given to your child. The parent or guardian must come into the
school’s Attendance Office, show identification, and sign their child out.
Extended Absences and Assignments
If you are absent three days or more because of illness, you can call the Attendance Office on
the morning of the third day and request homework assignments. These assignments may be
picked up in the Attendance Office at the end of the school day. If you are absent less than three
days, please check ASPEN and also the School’s website for homework.
Extended Family Vacations
If you are to be away for an extended period of time, or will be starting vacation early, the parent
or guardian should notify the Attendance Office in advance with a note or telephone call. You
must arrange to make-up assignments for this type of absence with the individual teacher. This
will be considered an unexcused absence. Any questions, call the Attendance Office 362-7157.
Thank you for helping us to keep our children safe.

From the Health Office
With the “winter months” hopefully behind us, there are hopes of spring and
warmer weather. Although we are all anticipating the sunshine and fresh air, the flu
bug (and other bugs) have still been making their presence known here at Amherst
Middle School.
If you are not sure when to keep your child home or not, there are some rules of
thumb that may help:
~ If your child was vomiting and/or had a fever during the night- it is a good idea to let
your child stay home and rest. This way if the bug is lasting longer than 24 hours the
child will be home if the symptoms occur again. Children should be fever free for 24
hours OFF of medication before returning to school.
~ A child placed on antibiotics should be home 24 hours to allow the medicine to take
hold and do its work.
~If your child is complaining of a stomach ache and he/she has no fever…then they
should be able to attend school.
Medication- please remember that no medication is to be carried by the student and
should be dropped off to school by a parent/adult. Medications are kept safely in a
locked cabinet and available for the student to use here in the health office. Prescription medications require a doctor’s note. Over the counter medications such as Tylenol,
Ibuprofen etc. require a signed permission slip from the parent.
Gym absences-If your child has seen a physician and must remain out of physical education for more than 2 days, then a note from the doctor is required. We will accept
faxed notes also. Fax number is 836-0193.
Sports- Participation in any sport requires an updated physical annually. To check the
status of your child’s physical, please call the health office at 362-7104. Your physician
may also fax your child’s physical.
Hearing and Vision Referrals- Just a reminder that if you received a referral notice that
your child should see a physician/specialist for further evaluation, please do so and return the form to me at the health office as soon as possible. Thank you!
As always I’m here to answer any questions that you may have. Please feel free to call
me at 362-7104. Keep warm, Spring will soon be here (hopefully)!!!
Mrs. Nicole Perna RN

6th-grade Journey Team News

Mrs. Chomen, Mrs. Geibel, Mr. Fildes, Mrs. Panella and Mrs. Whitten

The Journey team had a Kindness Celebration on February 14, where we made and donated blankets for the SPCA’s Paws for Love, and watched the movie, Wonder. All of the Journey teachers

hope our students remember to Choose Kind and, when able, to do kind acts for others!

Mrs. Chomen/ ELA
"The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the
way its animals are treated." ― Mahatma Gandhi
Students read many examples of how animals and humans interact with each other. We have
learned the valuable lessons learned by Jane Goodall, the story of Hachiko and those living in Tokyo, as well as reading examples of poetry and news articles in our current unit, Animal Allies.
The elements of expository writing were both learned and displayed in various ways throughout the
quarter. Whether it was practiced while writing an expository essay, reading nonfiction books to
find research facts or following steps of a research project the students had many opportunities to
see examples of expository writing.
Throughout the unit, students were asked to raise questions and to push themselves to
learn more and they did just that! While working in groups of three, students presented a research
project to their peers without even being present! Through the use of various types of technology,
each group created an essential question relating to animals and then “presented” the answer. During the unit, Mr. Schmidle taught us how to use Flipgrid and tablets and Mrs. Klein continued the
animal theme and asked her students to create animals during art class. Thank you both for making learning a cross-curriculum experience.
“Maybe it's animalness that will make the world right again: the wisdom of elephants, the enthusiasm of canines, the grace of snakes, the mildness of anteaters. Perhaps being human needs some diluting." ― Carol Emshwiller
Students in Math are learning the relationship between a number sentence and an equation as
they explore the role of the number sentence in finding the solution of an equation. After the equation unit, we will begin our investigation of the area, surface area, and volume. You can expect to
see your child to do the following:
 Calculate the areas and volume of rectangles, parallelograms, and triangles using the area
Formula for each figure.
 Compare two different figures to see whether they are the same.
 Use knowledge of area and volume to solve real-world problems.
In Science classes, the students have finished their pilot of the new Amplify program addressing
the Next Generation Science Standards. After a lengthy investigation of the causes and impacts of
climate change, students will move into a unit focused on ecology. This unit will have students
learning about the many different types of interactions that take place within the environment, and
the impacts our actions have on the delicate balance of nature.

Social Studies- Our Journey through time has led us from Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome into the Byzantine Empire and Middle Ages. We continue to study the ancient civilizations and their contributions to our world today. We will read more complex text and review content vocabulary along the way. We will write using primary and secondary sources (documents) as
supporting details within our essays. Please continue to check the portal and your child’s agenda
daily. Thanks for your continued support!

Stars Team News
Social Studies- Ms. Bradford
For Social Studies, we have won the Revolution and are creating an
AMAZING Constitution In March, our explorations take us into the ways
and means of the United States Government, with a bipartisan perspective, examining issues prevalent in the news these days making our understanding and application of our knowledge relevant and informative. We will be busy learning about our
first three Presidents, developing political parties, and double the size of our country
all before Spring break!
ESPAÑOL - Señora Walling
In 7th grade Spanish, students have recently been studying foods and beverages
that they eat for breakfast, lunch and dinner. We’ve also been discussing health
and exercise choices, and how the foods they eat impact their nutrition. This makes
for relevant table conversation, so ask your son or daughter to tell you what you’re
eating for dinner in Spanish. We will use this vocabulary in context as students
work on a “menu” project. Students will create and decorate a menu all in Spanish
for their ideal restaurant. Ask your son or daughter to show you what they would
offer in their Spanish restaurant by looking through their menu.
After the Spring Break, we will begin our final Unit of the year focusing on locations
in our community, leisure activities and sports. As the year comes to a close, look
for information that will be sent home regarding the Speaking Final Exam in May
and the Written Final Exam in June.
¡Feliz Primavera!
Science - Mrs. Claxton
We are at the end of our unit on Earth Science. We have explored the layers of the
Earth, rock cycle, types of volcanoes, plate tectonics and tracking earthquakes. Students had the opportunity to pilot a new science program called Amplify. This program is aligned with the new Science standards. My students did a
wonderful job, they worked hard and used evidence and reasoning to explain the
science phenomenons.
In our next unit the students will explore the elements that affect our weather. We
will track pressure systems and create our own weather forecast. Students will have
the opportunity to research the characteristics that promote the development of
storms. This unit usually overlaps with the Tornado season. Hopefully you will see
your child watching the weather channel and teaching your family a little science.

STARS TEAM CONTINUED

Math - Mr. Johnson
This year continues to fly by and we have been working in Math 7 to gain a better understanding of equations, inequalities and how to apply percentages. As the year
continues, we will be moving into the study of statistics and probability followed by a
study of geometry. We have also been preparing for the New York State Math 7 Assessment which will take place over 2 days, April 21 and April 22. For this test, students will need a calculator. The best calculator for the price is the Texas Instruments
TI-30XIIS that was included on the supply list at the beginning of the year. Many students feel more comfortable using their on calculator on the assessment; it would be
beneficial to see if your child’s calculator is still working properly so it’s available for
homework and the assessment. In Pre-Algebra, students will be discussing the same
topics as Math 7 but will also be discussing an introduction to functions and linear relationships.
Please continue to check grades online to monitor progress. Homework for math
helps students to practice newly acquired skills before a formal test. As the weather
starts to improve, hopefully soon, it will be important that all students continue to
practice to gain a more complete understanding of the ideas they have mastered and
those they need additional support. I am looking forward to a productive and exciting
conclusion of the year.
ELA- Ms. Anthon
Recently we finished up a non-fiction text unit. Students studied different texts and
analyzed how text features help us understand information. We are currently working
in literature circles, reading four different Revolutionary War novels. These novels will
tie in with what students learned about the Revolutionary War in Social Studies last
month. Students work together with their peers to read and have rich discussions
about their chosen novels.
In addition, coming up we will be practicing the skills we have learned this year during
review sessions leading up to the state exam in April and the end of year exam in
June. If you feel that you need extra help with any skills, my after school day is Tuesday in the library.

March Newsletter 2020
Students on the COMETS team are “springing” into action and new learning!
In English and Math class, students will be reviewing for their New York State Assessments in the coming weeks. The Assessment dates are listed below:
March 25-26 - ELA Assessment
April 21-22 - Math Assessment
In English with Mrs. Barnes-Ryan & Miss Wilhelm, students are beginning a Poetry Unit. Students will analyze a series of poems by identifying terms such as metaphors, hyperboles, sensory language, along with many
others. Then the tables will turn and students will try their hand at writing poetry. After the Poetry Unit, students
will be preparing for the ELA Assessment by reviewing valuable test-taking strategies, tips and literary terms.
In Social Studies with Mrs. Monnat and Miss McClintick, students are beginning to study the birth of our
nation! The students are researching the Founding Fathers, their ideas, and opinions that shaped our Constitution and will hold a Constitutional Convention “Press Conference to share their research. After wrapping up
the Constitution, we will be moving onto Washington, Adams, and Jefferson. Be sure to check my Aspen page
for notes from class and upcoming tests and quizzes.
In Math 7 with Mr. Friedrich and Mr. Musolino, students are working with percents. They will learn real life
application of sales tax, tip/gratuity, mark up and discount. They will also learn simple interest, percent of
change, and commission. Following the percents unit they will be moving into the Probability Unit. This includes: probability of simple events, theoretical vs. experimental probability, compound events, simulations,
permutations, box and whisker plots, independent vs. dependent events, and the counting principle. The NYS
math assessments are April 21 and 22
In Pre Algebra with Mr. Musolino, students are beginning a unit on volume and surface area. The NYS math
assessments are May 1st and May 2nd.
In Spanish with Señora Walling, students have recently been studying foods and beverages that they eat for
breakfast, lunch and dinner. We’ve also been discussing health and exercise choices, and how the foods they
eat impact their nutrition. This makes for relevant table conversation, so ask your son or daughter to tell you
what you’re eating for dinner in Spanish.
After the Spring Break, we will begin our final Unit of the year focusing on locations in our community, leisure
activities and sports. As the year comes to a close, look for information that will be sent home regarding the
Speaking final exam in May and the written final exam in June. ¡Feliz Primavera!
Spanish with Señora Currie
Currently, in Spanish we are working on the Food Unit. Students will learn how to express likes/dislikes about
certain foods. In addition, we will be learning -er and -ir verb conjugations.
After the March break, we will start our final unit of the year which focuses on community, leisure activities,
sports, and locations. It is never too early to start studying for the final exam in June.
French with Madame Currie
Currently, in French we are learning -er verb infinitives and subject pronouns. In the coming weeks we will be
learning how to conjugate -er verbs and write simple sentences in French.
It is important that students spend at least ten minutes a night studying their notes.
In Science with Mrs. Susi and Ms. LaBoy, we are currently learning about Rock Transformations where students take on the role of student geologists in order to understand how the Rocky Mountains and Great Plains
could have such similar mineral compositions in their rock when they are clearly different rock formations. Students begin their investigation by looking at hand samples of different rocks the way geologists do. Using the
Rock Transformations Simulation, students see how rocks form differently and in different locations. The purpose of this chapter is to understand that rocks can be formed in various ways and that the two categories of
rocks that we are focusing on, igneous and sedimentary, are formed differently, which means they are different
rock types.

SPIRIT Team News
Before you know it, it will be time to make high school recommendations.
There are a variety of things we take into account when deciding to place
students in honors classes. The following is an abridged list of items considered when making recommendations.
1.
Has a high interest in scholarly inquiry, is motivated, industrious and
self directed.
2.
Uses high level vocabulary in both oral and written work.
3.
Demonstrates higher level thinking skills and the ability to express
and defend
opinions/ideas/answers in both written and oral work.
4.
Has excellent organization and study skills.
5.
Willing to invest extra time per week in course work.
6.
Demonstrates maturity through self initiative when difficulties arise.
7.
Has maintained a solid 90 or higher average in 8th grade courses.
8. Retains and applies previous knowledge when encountering new material.
9. Demonstrates a creative and unique approach to tasks.
10. Regularly attends school and classes.
11. Earns test scores that reflect superior cognitive ability. Answers to
extended response
questions clearly demonstrate a deep understanding of the material.
12. Earns a level 4 on State Testing.
13. Consistently demonstrates a commitment to task completion beyond
minimum to average
expectations.
Students in past years have consistently performed well in honors courses
when they have all or most of the above qualities. Conversely students who
exhibit few of these qualities have performed poorly and/or dropped down
to a Regents level. English and Global classes are linked, therefore students are placed at the same level for both courses.

SPIRIT Team News, Continued
In math 8, we recently finished transformations and are now studying volume. After volume, we will be focusing on statistics and then we plan on preparing for the NYS math
assessment, which is April 21st-22nd, and final exam in June. After the assessments, we
will study right triangles, parabolas and, if time, look into “buying” stocks. In Algebra, we
are finishing quadratics and will be simplifying radical expressions. After radicals, we
will be studying rational expressions followed by other functions. Students have homework daily and need to continue to bring supplies to class. Problems of the week are due
on Wednesdays, please encourage your child to have me check their problem of the week
to ensure it is correct to receive the maximum points.
Mr. Ferraina's Social Studies classes will head into Winter Recess with WWI in their rearview mirror. Students can look forward to the Roaring 20’s upon their return. The hardships of war will be replaced by jazz, gangsters, the Harlem Renaissance and a national
spending spree, until the Great Depression and the sequel to world war makes it all come
tumbling down.
In English we just finished reading the Newbery winning novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My
Cry, by Mildred Taylor about one family’s struggle against racism and prejudice in the rural south of the 1930s. Next up, is Touching Spirit Bear, by Ben Mikaelsen about a young
boy whose actions force him to choose between prison and Native American Circle Justice.
The earth science students have just finished up their unit on Geologic History and will
now study a Unit on Hydrology and Climate. We will find out how those sinkholes in
Florida develop, what properties of earth materials help water flow and the factors that affect climate on the earth.
Science 8 students have begun their study of Chemistry. They are learning properties of
matter and atomic structure, and will be developing familiarity with the Periodic Table of
the Elements. We will be working with formulas and reaction types, and then will be exploring more ‘practical’ chemistry, with labs involving solubility and acids/bases. We
continue to review for the NYS assessment: performance test Wed. May 20 and written
test Monday June 1. We finish the year with review for the cumulative final exam in midJune.
As a friendly reminder to all parents and students, if you are absent please be sure to
check Aspen for notes, handouts, assignments, and any other information from missed
classes.

FLYING TIGERS TEAM NEWS

Mrs. Buziak and Mrs. Hall:
In ELA on the Flying Tigers Team, we recently finished our second novel of the
year, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. During this unit, we focused on conflict in
Mississippi during the Great Depression Era, namely race relations. We explored
several stories of well-known African Americans, like Emmett Till and Michelle
Obama, and we learned the history of Slave Spirituals to celebrate Black History
Month. After February Break, we began our novel study of Touching Spirit Bear.
During this unit, we will be focusing on immersing ourselves in a new culture, the
Native American culture known specifically as the Tlingit Tribe. Through this
novel, we will be learning about concepts like Circle Justice and how our choices
impact our futures. After this unit, we will be embarking on an independent study
of TED Talks that focus on topics commonly faced by modern day adolescents.

Amherst Middle School
Physical Education, Intramurals and Athletics

PE CLASSES

PE classes are wrapping up Swim units and will be starting Badminton
units.
Future PE units include Team Handball, Track and Field, Tennis and Lacrosse. Keep
in mind that once the weather gets warm enough (late Spring), we will be heading back
outside from time to time.
Students are encouraged to keep improving their fitness levels outside of class by joining an intramural or school team.

Intramurals
Before school sessions: 8:15 am - 8:50 am After school sessions: 4:00 pm - 4:35 pm
MARCH

TUESDAY

MORNING

BADMINTON—N. GYM &
S. GYM
FITNESS CENTER

WEDNESDAY

FLEECE BALL GAMES—N.
GYM

THURSDAY

BADMINTON—N. GYM &
S. GYM
FITNESS CENTER

FRIDAY

FLEECE BALL GAMES—N.
GYM
FITNESS CENTER

AFTERNOON

Amherst Middle School Vocal Music News
It has been a very busy winter for chorus members at Amherst Middle
School. Chorus 6, Chorus 7-8, Choir 8 and Pop Chorus performed a successful and entertaining concert on February 12th – great job! After months of hard
work before and after school, our production of Beauty and the Beast, Jr. was
performed Wednesday, January 15th and Friday, January 17th to enthusiastic
audiences. The cast and crew did a fantastic job. Thank you to everyone who
made the show such a success. What will the musical be next year? We are
already thinking and planning. We would love to have even more AMS students participate!
The Erie County Music Educators Association All-County festivals take
place in March each year. The following sixth graders represent Amherst in the
Elementary All-County Chorus at Kleinhans Music Hall on March 14th: Corbin
Bryant, Avalon Krieger, Sarah Nathan, Brooke Quarantello, Santino Raimondi,
and Cole Reilly. The following seventh and eighth graders represent Amherst
in the Junior High North All-County Chorus at Akron Central School on March
21st: Carter Bryant, Molly Duggan, Sophia Giordano, Declan Goldhawk, Fiona
McLaughlin, Alexander McCann, Lily Patterson, and Isabel Schiller. Congratulations on being chosen to represent our school!
Niagara Chocolate Orders will be available for pick up on Wednesday,
March 11th until 4:45 PM in the Chorus Room. Thank you to those who supported the Niagara Candy fundraiser!
Chorus students are preparing for many more events this school
year. The Spring Choral Concert will be held on Wednesday, May 27th at 7:30
PM – mark your calendars now! It will be a great evening of choral music featuring all of the vocal ensembles at the Middle School. Students interested in
performing solos at the NYSSMA Solo Festival will do so on May 1st and 2nd
at Frontier High School. All choral students have the opportunity to attend a
performance of Anastasia at Shea’s on Wednesday, May 6th. Permission slips
have been sent home with interested students and are due as soon as possible - we only have 40 tickets available! Eighth grade chorus and choir members will take their annual trip to Cleveland on Friday, May 8th.
More information about each of these events will be sent home with participating students. Remember, it’s not too late to join in the chorus fun for the
2020-2021 school year. See your counselor to sign up!

Technology Newsletter
“Hello” from Mr. Karas’ Physical Technology class. We are in the
third quarter with a little frostbite behind our ears :-)
The seventh graders are just about finished with PLTW’s measuring unit which included, learning how to measure using english
and metric rulers, and also the Vernier dial caliper. I have set up
measuring stations around the room and watching the students go
from station to station, an outsider would think we are playing musical chairs!! But you know the old adage, to get good at anything
you have to: practice, practice and practice. Hopefully after the winter break, the students will do very well on our measuring test. This
will conclude our PLTW unit for 7th grade technology. Next is the
Electronics Unit in which we build an audio amplifier that can be
plugged into their cell phones or any PC. First step is to draw whatever they would like to build as long as it fits on a piece of wood 7”
x 2 ⅝”. Students then create their own project by going on machines like the drill press, bandsaw, scrollsaw, belt/disc sander and
a bunch of different hand tools. After they finish the wood portion,
they will learn about different aspects of electronics. Such as what
are parallel and series circuits, different components, how to correctly and safely solder. Students will solder together a circuit board
and then combine the electronics and the wooden holder to have a
nice audio amplifier to take home and use. If all goes well, we will
finish that by the end of the year.
The eighth graders have just finished their Audio Amp project and
now are moving on to the 8th grade PLTW unit of Automation and
Robotics. We will be learning about History of robots, gearing, mechanical devices, transferring power and programming our Vex robots. Hopefully towards the end of the semester, we will be programing our robots to pick up and move things around. Stay tuned.
Mr. Karas

6th Grade News
From the Desk of Miss Feron
Miss Feron is continuing to work with students on their organizational, time management and test taking skills. She meets individually with students who may need support or suggestions on
how to improve their academic work or performance. If your
child is experiencing difficulties or could benefit from instruction
in these skills, please call Miss Feron at 716-362-7171 or email
her at aferon@amherstschools.org.
SCHEDULING FOR 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR—7th GRADE
Amherst Middle School offers an opportunity for 7th Grade students to participate in an accelerated class. The selection criteria
below help us determine which students are ready to learn at a
significantly accelerated level in the subject area indicated. We
will use multiple measurements of student progress and achievement in making placement decisions.
Pre-Algebra—the course covers parts of the 7th and 8th grade
curriculum, and prepares students to take the Common Core
Regents in Algebra.
The criteria for inclusion is:
1. Teacher Recommendation documenting the student’s motivation, active engagement, passion to learn and 95% homework
completion rate.
2. 95% average or better in Math 6
Students who qualify for Pre-Algebra in 7th Grade will be notified
by mail in mid-May.

7th GRADE NEWS
FROM THE DESK OF MRS. TERRY
The process of scheduling current 7th graders for their 8th grade courses is underway. Students are automatically scheduled for the 8th grade curriculum which includes:
English 8
Social Studies 8
Science 8 or Earth Science
Physical Education

Art 8
Health 8
Technology 8
Math 8 or Algebra
Continuation of French 8 or Spanish 8
Continuation of Band, Orchestra, and/or Chorus

Students and families will be able to view course selections in late August. Any questions regarding 8th grade schedule may be directed to Mrs. Terry at jterry@amherstschools.org.

Honors Algebra & Honors Earth Science Scheduling for
2020-21 School Year—Grade 8
Amherst Middle School offers an opportunity for 8th Grade students to participate in accelerated classes. The selection criteria below helps us determine which students are ready to learn
at a significantly accelerated level in the subject area (s) indicated. We will use multiple measurements of student progress and achievement in making placement decisions.
Honors Earth Science—is an accelerated high school level class offered to 8th grade students.
Students earn high school credit upon successful completion of the course. The course follows
the N.Y.S. Regents curriculum and mandates additional lab classes. The course grade and Regents exam grade are reflected on the high school transcript.
The criteria for inclusion is:
1. Overall grades of 95% or higher in previous science classes during grades 6 and 7.
2. Teacher recommendation based on student’s dedication, work ethic and
commitment to learning in an accelerated class.
3. Maintenance of an Earth Science grade of at least 85% is required to remain in the
class.
Honors Algebra— Students currently in Pre-Algebra who meet the criteria and have their
teachers recommendation will be automatically scheduled for Honors Algebra in Grade 8. Any
current Pre-Algebra student who does not meet the criteria will be notified in June.
The criteria for inclusion is:
1. Teacher recommendation documenting the student’s motivation, grasp of mathematical concepts, active engagement, passion to learn and 95% homework completion rate.
2. 85% or higher in Pre-Algebra.
3. Maintenance of an Algebra grade of at least 85%
All students are screened for these classes and letters will be mailed in May to those students
who meet the above criteria.

8th GRADE NEWS
FROM THE DESK OF MISS CREEDEN
8th graders have participated in many transition activities to help them get ready for high
school. Some participated in the “Tiger for a Day” shadow experience at the High School.
Students learned about graduation requirements and elective choices on January 22 nd and
February 13th and will visit the high school to learn about curriculum and club offering and
will take a tour on March 6th. High School counselors visited 8th grade classrooms on the
afternoon of March 6th and helped students make their elective selections for 9th grade.
Teachers are now making recommendations on appropriate course levels for all five academic classes. In the Spring, you will receive communication from the high school which
included the teacher recommendations as well as your child’s elective choice. If you have
questions regarding the transition process, please call Miss Creeden at 716-362-7173.
Homework Posted Daily
Parents: Homework assignments for all grades and teams are posted daily to our Amherst
Middle School website. Check it out or click the link below.
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/433
Clubs And Activities for Students in ALL Grades—see link below:
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/432
WEB IS SPINNING
Our WEB Leaders have been teaching important skills such as developing a positive attitude
and the power of questions. WEB Leaders have also been helping students with organization of lockers. They are looking forward to spinning more fun and support as we move forward into Quarters 3 and 4.
CRISIS SERVICES
Crisis Services provides a 24 hour a day telephone counseling service (716-834-1144) for
immediate and confidential support and problem solving assistance. They have recently expanded with a new website: www.kidscrisis.com which includes educational information on
issues such as bullying, anger, peer pressure, depression, anxiety, stress and many other topics. The website also has an interactive feature which allows for monitored chat discussions
and message boards.

Career Day 2020 by Ms. Terri Nelson
On Wednesday, February 22, 2020, the AMS 8th graders participated in Career Day. The Career and
Life Skills Department worked in conjunction with our Counseling Center staff and the rest of the committee including Mrs. Nancy Busalachi, Miss Jillian Roeser, and Mr. William Schupp to plan a day full
of engaging experiences for our students. The day was designed to inform students on what is ahead
for them in high school and beyond.
We began the day with a field trip to Erie1BOCES Harkness Career and Technical Center. While at
the center students were able to see first hand the career preparation programs available to them
while still in highschool. The center offers thirty programs some are designed to prepare high school
students to enter the workforce directly after high school while others create a bridge between Harkness and college. Each student had the opportunity to sit in on three sessions, each highlighting one
of the programs high schoolers can attend at the center. If you are interested in learning more about
the Harkness Center or the programs they offer watch the Harkness Center Video or visit the
Erie1BOCES Career & Technical Education Programs listing.
Once we returned to AMS each of our 8th grade teams continued to explore the question “what is
next?” We assembled students in the auditorium for a presentation given by our counseling staff
along with high school staff and students on what to expect at Amherst Central High School. Our
eighth graders seemed to be very interested in hearing from the high school students and staff what
life is like at the high school, what will be required of them and what choices they will have. Each
team also had an opportunity to attend our College and Career Training Expo in the gym. We were
fortunate enough to have ten local colleges and programs represented including UB, Canisius College, Daemen College and more.
The final portion of the day gave students the opportunity to hear from professionals in three different
career areas. We were very fortunate to have fifteen local professionals volunteer their time to share
their experiences with our students. They offered insight on a wide variety of careers in the areas of
business, law enforcement, medicine and the arts, just to name a few. Presenters discussed the
training needed, what an average work day is like, the qualities needed to be successful and more.

We cannot thank everyone that helped make the day such a huge success enough. To those that
gave of their time to share their knowledge and expertise with our eighth graders, thank you for bringing the real world to AMS. To the Harkness Center for providing such an engaging program and to
the entire middle school staff, your support and flexibility was integral to making the day work. To
Tops Friendly Markets, thank you for the donation of student bags to carry their goodies and to Tower
Orchards, thank you for your the fresh
apples! The students really enjoyed their healthy snack.

News from the Art Department—Mrs. Klein

The District Art Department had student work in grades K-12 on display at the Eggertsville-Snyder Library through the month of February. There will be a Middle
School Art Show on March 18th from 6-7pm in the main hallway. Please stop by to see
the work before the music event that evening.

News from the Art Department—Con’t —Mrs. Klein

Two of our Middle School students were winners in the Buffalo Auto Show poster contest (Middle School Division)!! Congratulations to Joe Magnano in 8th grade who won
1st place for his poster design and Alecs Gilbert who won 3rd
place for her poster. There were 19 participants from AMS and
all of their posters were on display at the Buffalo Convention
Center in February. The students with winning posters will be
invited to an awards ceremony at The Buffalo News in March.

